This is Family Lie Week
Toronto, an effort to en-
‘{urage the improvement
-\f the quality of family liv-
3gin the community. =~ .
,' As part of this program,
a full-day conference on the
Ytamily will be held in Eto-
Picoke on Saturday called
Successful Family Living:
nﬁtrategies for the Seventies.’
; The public is invited to
,mku.enﬂ, especially those in-
acrested in improving their
L family life or learning
0 Telate beiter to wives,
!’! ausbands, parents and chil-
:.s;"ren'
v 1ne conference will be
gneld at the Church of Jesus
“hrist of Latter Day Saints,
5 Melbert Ave., Etobicoke,
nd will continue from 9
.m. to 5 p.m, Single per-
ons will be charged $6 for
1@ Sessions, married cou-

- ples $9, and students $3.

For information, phone 625-
0328.

This conference for the
public coincides with the
National Council on Family
Relations convention being
held this ‘week at the Four
Seasons-Sheraton Hotfel,
with "experts in family lLfg
education atiending from
all over North America.

Many of the experts a}t-
tending the convention will
be speakers at the one-day
conference and topics will
include: .

Becoming effective par-
ents; marriage, a love-trust
relationship:; drugs and the
family; being a parent and
liking it; the exceptional
child in the family; the par-
ent-youth conflict; marriage
. and family counselling,.
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Groupies
marry

Ry HEATHER SANGUINS
There 15 3 defanate trend today (or
"radibonal trarnages and famybes o
open ther houndanes”, Boston
famly rounsellor and author Joan
Convtantine said Wednesday mght.
She was speaking to a leclyre at
OE a% 3 surprse guest instead of
the fim “Growing Up Female™
whirh was onginally scheduled.
Constantine hersell has expenenc
ed several kinds of marmage, group
as well as one that was “very
mHmagamaus - o the point of being
open.” She outhned weveral other
allemutives o two-perion marmages
Uven went inlo detail about one of
these group marnages.
Constantine suggesied ““com-
mawlored” mamage where gensrally
sveral prople bve Ligether, the
levms of whick vary greatly One of
Iheme vanances in exaence to-day
are “erpandid famibes” that are
rommunc-bke but whose members
do not consuder Uhemsehlves 1o be
participants 11 a3 cOmMmuUne
Constantine stressed that n group
mamuges. although Uhere was "'na
eflreral ceremuny. people considered

ihemstiver e e serwously com-

miled’,

The spesker indicated the advan-
Lapes in group mymage (or a2 woman
are growth as an individual, more
opponunties to do thngs (uough
company and a thanng of mones and
responsibiblies) and greatet tnielber-
tual stimulation.

From her own efperience ihe
stated that before her participation
in @ group marrisge she had “no
sense of mysell” but that she learned
threugh the experience that she was
an “'upique and difterenl in-
dividual ™.

Thes set-up also allowed ber hus-
band, Larry. to see the {acets of ber
that people other than hum liked. "

Constantine and her husband
Larrv are co-authors of the newly
published Group Marriage, Three
vears of research went into the book
and the authors were Involved w;th
eleven distinct family groups during
this ume, wnvolving 104 people.

She said while group marriages
were “all over™ Lhe country, they
were “very hard te find”. The
reason for this wa$ Lhat they feel
threytened by the inierference of the
Tmass media. Constanune pointed out
that *if you're differenl people do
altack you. because they are alraid
of sorrwthing that 8 different, or
srange” 10 them.

Suustically speaking, the speaker
punted out. in the LS the average
length of a two-person marriage is
7.1 veurs. For twe people who are
“hving Wweethet” the duration s
about eighteen months.

Sumtlarly, Group Sarriages,
whire {orm has boen atound sinee
Py generidiy list about the same
amegnt of time Constanline citid
the reasons Tor the break-up of 2
group mamsge 10 be the wne as
thwe for 3 (wo-person marmage;
quile aiten this 15 conflict 1p
“rhildreaning stybes ”

Three common reasons Lo form
Zroup marnages are lur “personal
growth”, intellectual sumulatuon for
onesself and one’s children and
“sexual varety.” While the organiza-
bon ol 3 group martuge ok place
she said that “men tended to be the
taikers”™ but “'whem women deride
it they are (e [ovee behind it ™

She comrluded by saving that "in
general. the most diffieall bond o
express prtive feelings 18 between
the me 11 2 Poup marmage.”

Foar the future Constantine
prsects  Uplurality  of  Lifeatyles”
vpen to the individual She 1s pleased
a1 the present “spint of experimen-
wtsen” as the “people who hve
logethet Lo-day are going to be able
to tell us how to ive together in Lhe
world tomorrow.'’
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William A, Dyson, execy-
tive director of the Vanier
Institute  of the Family,
warned last night “our gen-
eral way of life has gone
off the raijls.” '

He told a meeting of the
National Council of Family
Relations at the Four Sea-
sons-Sheraton hotel that
“the many social, economic
and political problems, as

they are called, are but
symptoms of the dissolution
of this culture.

“They are signals that

Something very deep is hap-

pening,” he continued, “*Por-
haps the easiest way (o be-
gin to talk about the mag.
ness that besels us as g
people is to say that we do
not really know any longer
what is real.”

He said parl of the prob.
tem is that our cultyre does
not look at the world ag
interrelated.

“The search along tha
beaches of Texas this past
summer for the bodies of
the young bqu and inen
{massmurder victims), the
recent burning and stoning
deaths in Boslon . . . the

——

pollution of the North Sea
shoreline the TV worlq
of sex and vislence are all
related,” Dyson saiq.

He said ne Was on a Car-
ibbean

LI Y

island ]ast year
which does not have 3 mon-
€y econamy.
“As

I discusseg with~

found thejr uneni-

d not g0 hungpy,
ﬂ—“-‘"—___

them, I
ployed (i

they had no orphanages, as
suc_h children  livaq with
their Yargep familieg, They
ad No homes for the ageg
a5 lhese Peopie were inte.
grated in {heir villages,
“In my
on this jg
Security
far beyon
manengs e

View, the peopla
land have g social
patlern whjeh is
d}ours in its hy-






