





Between 1936 and 19%0, when I was General Inspector of Munlcipal Dey Nureeries,
I instituted in them a sclentific organization for psychological pre-school studies.
(Up to that time not known in Cuba.) In collaboration with the eminent Professor J.
A, Encinas, and following the methods of Doctor Arncld Gesell, Director of the
Paychologlical Clinic of Yale University, nine sets of pedagogicel materlal were used
to determine by experimental methods the degree of progress of the child's mentallty
and muscular coordlnation according to the four aspects of behavior: ‘the motor, the

verbal, the adaptive and the social; this was accompanied by & physical examlnation
of the child, thus completing its record,

There 18 also in each Municipal Day Nursery & Froebel Kindergerten program,
given to children between four and eix years old, during the morning hours.

The important point to solve in the pre-school tnstitutions of Cuba is the
establishment of improved systems and ideas, especially from the soclological and
pedagogical standpoint, With this object in view, my studies at tho Yale Institute
of Human Relatlions, and my contacta with its Cliniec of Child Development are enabling
me to acquire invaluable knowledge in the field of Child Peychology. These studies,
I hope to pursuc in spite of the difficult times, through which we are passing,
Ideals are achieved only at the cost of personal sacrifice, And if at thia time
a great struggle is going on for the democratic unity of our continent, I am of the
opinion, that the same struggle will subsequently exercise a favourable influence
upon this democratic unity, and the Cuban child will also derive & benefit., Thus,

Cuba and the United States will work in unisop in war, in peace and in the field
of education,

ITI. The Rural Family in Arpentina

Angelica Mendoza, Netond University of Buenoz Alres

The essentlal aspect of Argentine Economic develcpment is its agrarian character.
The problem of land division and increase of small family farms is en unsolved

problem for family and soclal welfare, Ixcept for great industrial centers of

Buenos Alres, La Plata and Rosario, and agricultural industrizl processing areas

like Mendoza, Tucamen Cordoba depending on the farm products of adJacent districts,
the country is cssontlelly agrarian, and vast arcas are absclutely so.

The rural populatlion includen, besides the few thousand groat land cwners,

gome 300,000 peaBant familise; and aleo the "puesteros” or ovorsvera of hords and

of the workers on farme and with stock. The wago farm-workers, or "poon da crmpa™,
are migratory and fluctuating in numbere, The authontle pocsant land owner, the
"charzaverc ", has 200 to 300 acrese which hia family cultivatos, supvlementud by poon
labor., There are also tunant farmers, the "colonos", and among them the "medicros”
or share croppers, whose positlon 1s oftcn procarious, and who aro sudbjoct to
dispossession, The sottlod farmor, whother owicr or tho buttur-equipped tonant

lives in a small framo or coment housc on the farm which 18 equipped for a moderately
comfortable living; and providos vegutablos, milk, poultry, and farm meat for the
family table. If the rural scihool program, were enriched with amriculture, food and
nutrition, child care and houvsekeeping teaching, and if rural extenslon farm and

home teaching of adults were developed, thease settled farm families would be Bteadily
improving thelr living,

and the tenant farmem and share croppers would becoms more
880Ure. N
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Rural education is a great national problem. The difficulty is primarily due
to the vast expanses, the poor density of rural population and the absence of
community living for most families. The National government years ago establlshed
natlonal elementary schools many of them in rural districts. It has also employed
itinerant teachers to reach isolated families and has developed rurel libraries, A
government official has just reported on centralized schools and pupll transportation
in the Unlted States looking to devoloping this method in Argentina, The National

Board of Education has just been votod 7 millions pesod annually to develop boarding
schools for rural young people,

One central problem is the rural school curriculum which has provided the
traditional genornl educantion without wvoforunce to rural affairs and farm living.
Owr pural elomentary schools must concern themselves with the vocations, health,

homes and lelgurs activitiee of rural people and lead to better farming and better
farm living,

The rural woman bears the responsibility of guiding the famlly, of using its
resources, of saving. Yet she aleo worke next to the man in the flelds, 1in additlon
to carrying all the duties of housekeeping, Home Eceonomics for boys in America
suggests some teaching rogarding family 1ife and the home for our rural boys.

The Argentina women hae no vote or political righte. She is not profoundly
religlous, but shae 18 Catholic., Her domestic rolatlons are determined by the
liberal civil rights of the country but practically she subordinatee hor righte to
those of her bushand. There 18 no diverco and the famlly 1s based on strong
tradition.

In Pericdic agrarian crisgs thero is no law to choek tho tonant farmer being
dispossessed. The Fudecral govermmont dogs providc homestead landa at a low rent,
but usually 1n more remote districts. A new homestead law aims to encourage home-~
owning and will increase the sscurity of some famllles,

The familles and the children of migretory farm laborers are In the worst
plight - poverty, improvised hcmes, no comforts, esmall earnings, practically no
achooling, New programs for them are called for. Perhaps the permenent and semi-
permanent migrant campe which America has develoved may be adapted to our needs,
The placing of migrant children in boarding homes near achools or in boarding
oschools may help in individual cases, but the famlly unit needs to be kept together
and rural education must educate on the land,

Because the Arcentine sconomy 18 agrarian, her future depsuds on her rural
population. But any puvlic pelicy, rural or urban, in Argentine and in every nation,
gets ite most searching tesl by asking what will be lta effect on the welfare of the
individual family end its children,

. IV, Program for Rural Chile

Graclela Mandujano, Institute for Rural Information,
Cantlago De Chile

Home economics in Chile has not yet been fully developed in our schools. yita-
mines, with ue, are vitamines in the abetract, whilo you havae translated them into
human happinesa and happy homos. The paralled field of the traincd nurss was opened

Summarieed from an addrcea by Mise ManduJano, reported in Journal of Eame Economics,
October, 1941, p. 533-5%6, (Due to war conditions, Miss Mandujano's apeclal article
did not reach Now York in timo for ths December 30 progranm; and this is sutatitutoed.)
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an of sclentific diet \ £
Chilean teachers cen be tralned. etetice is being introduced as fast as

o

_center under our Minister of Agricultmoe ¥ furnishing an information service and

Home conditions among different classes in all our countrics differ greatly
with us ranging from beautiful haciendes and farm homes and city mansions down to
those living In poverty. Some of our standards parallel thiose of certain Amsrican
standards but our lowsr levels are generally worse than yours, At first, our people
like other peoples, asaumed that it was necessary that these things should be. Now
we know that they do not have to be and my government like your government is
consldering how to change these conditions. Our problem is double because we have
had a lack of education to meet these problems, and a lack of ample means. But our
Minister of Agriculture prorosed a few years ago a program for bettering rural soclal
conditions and set aglde®>X0C for the initial program, We started by writing a 1littlc
book for rural people - with a bit of history, some suggestions regerding farming,
samething onshealth practices and housekeeping, and including some amusing atorles,
and 8ongs, to catch the interest and stimulate mors lsarning. And the book carried
our invitation:- "If you want any help, if you want any advice; we are here to serve
you; 8o pleaoe write to us." 16,000 copies went to 16,000 families whoso namcs were
secured through the rural police. Enquiries began coming in, 20, 50 up to 330 a day.
I answored each letter personally and in & friendly way - and eoon had to have help.
Various departments of the government assist us Informally with facts. Our motto was
"news to raise false hopes" - and we have now &nswered 40,000 friondly S.0.S. lctters
in tho most helpful way we could,

It waa very beautiful, really so beautiful, that when our money was spent and
we were going home, the Minister of Agriculture said, "No you are golng to have money
for another book"™, and he secured #30000! Then we soon had two more books, &and a
primer printed and have sent out 200,000 coples on request. And then the Minister
said: "This is not enough. Here you are lazy people, sltting et your desks! Wiy
don't you go out? Why don’t you meet your friend?"

So in specielly fitted trucks we went 40 days into the corn country, and ceamped
on farm after farm, cooking our own meals, People came and sat arcund us and wve
talked to them helping them on their problems, We shared our meals and fire; and
our candy with the children. We found that people living in little hute are just
people like ue; a8 poon &8 they use a cake of Boap and a little water thera is no
differsnce bstween us and them.

When our program of visits was announced, only one landowner opposed us, and
when he saw our work in his msighborhocd he invited s to hie hasienda and he hasg
been our greatest friend ever since and has told everybody about our work.

This rural information service by letters, by bulletine, by field trips, could
be developed in any country. And as education in home econamics and nutrition and
child care becomes avallable in echools, this Burvice to extond practical knowledge
to rural families who nsed it most would find ways to davelop other educationsal
features as have been done 1n the hame economics extension work of the Unitcd Statea,
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The Woman in the Brazilian Family
Marla de Lourdes Sa Pereira, Minig

try of Education; Fellow,
University of Pennsylvania
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ramil In the first century of Brazil's 1life, that
v 88 8 8oclal unity was not yot organized. We can explain this aituation casily
&8 a result of the kind of colonizatio

n we had which differs profoundly from yours.
The first groups which came to North America as colonizers wore families that came
hare to establish themselves and mako of the colony & new country. In Brazil the
sltuation was very different, the firs

t colonizors woro men who went thore sccking
the discovery of gold with the intention of roturning to Europe to e¢njoy 1lifs. As

& consequence of this, white womon wers vary scarce at tho time in Brazil and wo can
read in a lcttor of P, Manool da Nobrege, one of the Jesuits that firdt organlzcd
schoole in Brazil, written to his superior in Portugal: "I think it would be very
good if Your Highness could send here soms women who have no chance of getting &

husband up there for they would sll make very fine marriages in the colony even if
they are bad."

la, in the XVIth century, the

But with time the colonization took a firm character and the family developed
and organized itself on a solid basis deriving its force from rurel property, eco-
nomlc independence and the influence of the Catholic religlon which spread vigorously
its rules and practices among the naw social nuclel, The family then larze and
patriarchal had a sort of clan organizetion. Everything and everybody was ruled by
the rursal senior, the pater famlllas; the interests of the kin were all comon. Tae
woman of course under such 8 reglme had no freodom at all, she waes ruled by ths
father until her marrisge and when she married a husband chosen by the father, she
only changed her maater, her condition remeined the same. 5heo lived confined in hor
home surrounded by slave woman, sewing, embreidering and praying, and to lezarm these
wad almost all the education she ever got. While the Portuzuese took good care of
the education of their sona, the uppor class having the habit of sending the boys
over to Huropean Universities to achiove thelr training, they did not proviisc at all
for tho education of thoir daughters except that of the housvhold arta. The percent-
age of 1lliteracy among women of the upper class in the buglnning of the XVIIIth
contury was enormousd. Tho pator famillas had the impressioq that ¥nowving hov tc read
and to write would wrong the morals of tholr wamon folks: "Thoy will bo abdlc to sond
secrotely letters to thelr sweothoarts and Good Graclous! not oven tho amartcat of
the fatheors could then handle thom!" used to svay, one moralist of the gpoch.

Thenks to the Good Hoavons, how differont is thu picture of today. Littls by
1ittlo Brazilian wamon have won their road to freodom., Statiutics show almost cn
oqual numbcr of boys and girls attonding oceondary schooly. In the Univerattics cl-
though the number of malo attendants is far suporior, the onrollment of women iy in-
crensing amnzingly thoso lawt yoors. As o consequonce of boing cducatod, Bmnzilinn
wvamon acquired social and political froedom. In 1932 for tho first time in tho
history of Brazil was granted to the womon tho privilege of vote. They showcd ime
mediately that they wore prepared to ude ift, The onlistmont of women ca votoru
astonished those who belioved that the majority would remein indiffercnt, ‘Throo
women wero eloctod among the deputies who had chargs of claborating a new Conatitu-
tion for Brazil. Anothor fact then illustratoed how Brozilinn women had devcloped on
opinion of thoir own. We havo not yet divorco in Brazil dus to tho pursisting in-
fluence of tho Catholic Church. In 1932 ¢ mtn who mado a violont cempaign, through
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the newspapers, in favor of divorce,

titles were his opinions, he 88 mot Presented himself ap a candidate, His only

related to s olitt ;
;:vzengiﬁggzginig tg: opinion of the experts. Bu:yﬁg was,c:;rgi;;yfﬁgdwgggnno ;Zance
in the House, &ttende;c’i;etizzgénit 18 trus, but the discuesions about the subject
road towards it, 8 of women &id thelr work in clearing a bit the

Brazili
o yomen today have reached posts in all profeseions and we can say

that the
have beenbg“;?ﬁ:gatigas ‘O'hif:h separated the feminine sector frem various activities
tratlon 1s one of 11 » Our Natlonal Musewn has at its head & waman and her adminis-
States in resesrch © most successful, She has sent sclentists here to the United
partment to cume b work and I Just heard that ehe has been invited by the State De-
one, and it ie ® lege on 8 viglit. Our secondary education system is a centralized
21 E,!tatee ot thm od by & Federal Department which 1s also headsd by a woman. In the
fet e Union, women have important places in the administration and the
Picture of our wamen doctors, lawyers, engineers, educators, etc., spreading their
efficient activity throughout the nation, is certalnly a sign of the progress of
;ibaral ldeas in a country that showed such & dark frame a little more than & cuntury
g0.

Our women share with the men the responsibility of raising and educating the
children, a great part of them contribute financlally to keep the hame and some are
the only breadwinners for the famlly when they are widows or when the husbands are
8lck or out of a Job, In any case, they have won their place as a partner of the man
thus achleving & position of dignity and self respect. Thelir new rights are recog-
nized by the Government, We have maternity laws campulsory throughout the country:
Each woman haa three months of absence with full pay in case of childbirth and the
guarantee of her Job when she comes back. Several I[irms, banks and industry have a
epecial time schedule for nursing mothere. You can see then that the Brazilian
wvoman enjoys the same rights and privileges achieved by American woman, althouzh
the difference of itemperament between the two mark typically the expreasion of thease

rights and privileges.



