
I 

THE NATIONAL CON~RENCE ON FAMILY RELATIONS 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Secretary's Annual R~port - April l, 1945 to April 1, 1946 

' Membership Active members April 1, 1945 •••••••••••••••••••••• 592 
N~ members Oct.1945•March 1946 (6 months) ••••••••• l13l 

Includes such new memberships ass 
25 Church administrat~rs and ministers 
76 Deans ot Women 

133 Duvall Community Contacts 
50 Home Economists 

196 Members• Recommendations 
96 Obstetricians and ~noco1ogists 
48 Pediatricians · 

116 Psychiatrists and psychiatric social workers 
55 Professors and teachers 
72 Social workers and social work adm~istrators 
58 YMCA and YWCA Secretaries 

Active members April 1, 1946 •••••••••••••••••••••• 1837 
Not including student memberships ••••••••••••••• 582 

Major Pro jeets 
Developmqnt of State and Local Conferences and Committees. There are 
now: 

l3 active state conferences 
20 states in which active local organizations and leaders indicate 

promise of a state organization developing soon 
4 Canadian provinces with active affiliates 

48 States from which inquiries are received and correspondence 
with leaders is active , 

14 Countries With whom we exchange rnaterial and share experioneo: 
Alaska China Iran 
Argentina France N~ieo 

· Australia Great Britain pana.me. 
Belgium Hawaii South Africa 
Brazil India 

StiDUllus of th~ :work of the National Committees. 'there are now nin4t National 
Committees, each of which has been active in conference projeata and protr~. 

' ' 

SerTice to members. During the yenr there have been IIW:)re than 650 l"'equesta 
for service along the following linea, 1) Questions of profossional praotloe 
and standa~~s, 2) Requests for recommendation of personnel, 3J Inquiries about 
positions open, 4) Su~gestions for program leadership, apenkera, etc. S)Personal 
Counseling referrals, 6)0rgani~ational inquiries. ?)Requests for biblio• 
graphies, materials a 424 requests for 5297 reprints, etc • in the four h:>ntha 
Dec. '45-April l, 1946. 

Intorpretation and promotion of the conference. Appl"'ximately 50,000 pieces 
ot interpretive material have been prepared and distributed to interested 
persons during the year. There have been 15 displays ot conference material at 
oonventiona. The secreta~ has talked ~o ~5 (ro\lps abput the eonferen~e and 
ho..t interested' ~0 organh&tl.one o.nd ind1vidu&ls in contributi.nt finane1ally 
to the conferenee. The credit for thia latter i~em goee to tho Chioago 
Advisory Policy Co~ittee. 
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. 
Improvement of the journal, Marria~e-~d Family Living. This year has seen 
~rowth toward a central theme for each issue; a new cover treatment, more 
"How-To·Do-It11 symposia; increased advertising space from publishers J and 
expanded reprint service. 

Writing 

Public Affair Pamphlet, #113, "Building Your Marriage 11 by Evelyn Millis Duvo.ll, 
jointly published with National Conference on Family Relations in January 1946. 
Apprecintion is especially due the members of the Executive Committee and 
several members of the Board of Directors of the National Conference who read 
the manuscript and contributed valuable sugg0stions for its improvement in the 
final form. 

Eandbook on "The Family11 writteh e.t the request of the Na.tionnl Broadcasting 
Company as material for their sGrios, "Horne Is What You Mo.ke It", a network 
program in cooperation with the Ame rioan Home Economics Associo.tion.,. The 
National Congress of Pnrents and Teo.chers, and The General Federation or 
Women 1 s Clubs. ~lri tten collo.borntively by the secretary and Professor S. M. 
Duvall. 

Lending Parents G"'ups, n manual in parent education, written for Abingdon­
Cokcsbury Press, for 1947 publication by Evelyn M. and S.M. Duvall • 
. 

Thirteen articles nnd short monographs written and publi~hed in such journnls 
as: Rura l Sociology, School · Review, Journal of Consulting PsycholoQ', ~~o.rrin2:,e 

anft Family Living, The National Parent-Teacher, The Christian Homu, The ~omen 's 
Press, and Child Craft. 

Note: . Unless otherwise indicated, writing is not done on conference time, nor is 
requested or considered as official oonference publication. In most instances the 
secretary uses the title, Secretary, Nntional Conferonce on Fnmily Relations in 
writing and speaking. · 

Research 

During the summer and f all of t945 the National Conference on Family Re l atioos 
conducted a survey of current r esearch on the adjustment of r eturning se rvice­
men in o. poll of more t hnn a hundred resenrch cent e rs o.cross the country. 

The conference has since served in o. coordinating co.pacity f or s overnl current 
pieces of such research with particular reforence to the veteran's mnr it~l ru1d 
family adjustment. 

Preliminary r eports o.nd oxplorntory nrticl~s of three of those r osonrch projects 
have appeared during the yenr in Mnrrinr~nd Fn~dly Livinc . 

A consus of collote coursea in mnrri ngo and the family has just boon complet ed 
and summo.ry findines nrpe11r in t h..:l Mny 1916 issuu of Mnrrinr;o and Family Living,. 

I 

The Uutiono.l Committee on Mnrria~o and Fnmily Re senroh is conducting a survey 
of current resenroh in the fn.mily fi tJ ld in univorsitios, child wol f nre research 
centers, lo~al buronus , etc • Pre limina ry findings of this s tudy nre be ing 
presentod at the April 6·8, 1946 rne ctinrs • 

Respect fully submitted, April 6, 1946 

Evelyn Millis Duvall (Mrs. S.M.) 
Executive Seoretnry 


