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This was the secret of their romance, “where the heart
lies, let the brain lie also.”

Marriage at Its Highest

But in addition to learning something of the legal
implications, the economic basis, the biological founda.
tion, and the psychological factors of marriage, the
young people must also understand the ethical concept
and spiritual content of marriage. Marriage means a
oneness of mind and of the spirit even more than of
the flesh. They must therefore learn to live with each
other in a spirit of perfect frankness and sincerity and
truth. Every deviation from this ethical level, every
deception, no matter how slight, builds up a barrier
that will shut them out from each other. They must
also come to recognize that marriage is something more
than a legal contract, something more than an eco-
nomic enterprise, something more than a bioclogical
adventure, something more even than a psychological
companionship. Marriage at its highest is a spintual
relationship sanctioned by the state and sanctified by
religion. When young people lift their marriage to this
high level they will discover that it conjures up glories
and splendors that come at the call of no other mystic
invocation; that it clothes the man and woman it
touches with a garment of golden light; that it is the
one miracle that can turn every heart into an altar of
holy fire and every soul into a sacred shrine.
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