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ln 1914 the Am erica n J(()mc Ecrm()m ir • /Hvxia tio n bega n to work 
on the idea of a co n fere nce Cf)mp~d o f n ational or~an i 1ations with 
progra ms directly a ffecti ng the Am crit a n home a nd fami ly. The 
Nntiona[ Pl anning A~'ociat ion was a~ked to ca ll mectin~~ o f la y, 
pro fessiona l, a nd government group,, a nd from the1e a Steering 
C<>mmittee was formed . The work of th e committee was fi na nced 
by The Wo man's Fo undation, which group continued to be the 
main support of this Conferen ce. I n J une EH6, more than 100 
organizations joined in th e reCJl le5t to Prt~ident Trum<~ n to ca ll 
such a n at io nal mee ting. The Preside nt ga ve h is "wholehearted 
concurrence in the objectives" a nd s~ id, " I sh a ll ~ glad to exte nd 
to su ch a Confer en ce as you are plan ni ng th e courtesy o f the \ \'h ite 
House as a p lace o f meeting and as evidence of my officia l a n d 
p ersonal interest." 

Financial Support 

T he C<>nfer ence has had broad financia l support entire ly from pr i· 
va te groups. Five foundations, eleven corporations, thir ty-fi ve spon· 
soring groups. and twenty-three ind i,·iduals have co ntributed. 

Purpose 

The general purpose of the C<>nference was to d iscover specific 
means by whid1 the American famil y m ay be strengthened for 
the bene fit of its individual members a nd societ) '· 

It examined the modern postwar family, attempted to analyze 
the problems confronting it as a u nit, and sought to present solu
tions to these problems. 

It d eveloped programs of actio n aimed at a chieving grea ter 
security for the family and its members, including menta l and 
emotional as well as physical a ncl ero nomic security . 



More specifica lly, the Con(cre ncc w~s co d " nccr11 c 
matters as: 

I. The impona nce of successful family living in the 
democracy. 

with such 

practice of 

2. The environmen t and d a il y nctivitics (h · . . 
. . oustng ntttrttto 

child care, etc.) a nd the stability of fam ilies. ' n, 

3. Defi ning desirable objectives towartl which tl f .1 • . . l C amt y may 
move 1n attempllng to tmprovc i ts individu;"t l a d .. 

. . . ' ' n · group ltvtng. 
4. Surveymg and p lann111g kinds of community 

1 
. • r esources that 

stren_gt 1en famtltes. and suggest ing ways o f coorcHnatin 
making use of them. g and 

5. The use of the r esources of ctlucation for the dcvel r . . . opment o 
satlsfactory family ltfe for p ersons of all ages. 

6. The training of professional workers in the fields of · . . . marnage 
and_ fa mt!y hfe edu('atton. research, counseling and related 
serv1ces. 

P re-Confe r en ce R e ports 

The preparation of reports £o r the Conference was done by two 
background-area committees and te n action-area commit tees. One 
background committee pre pared a n extensive report of factual and 
statistical matters on the contemporary American family. T he sec
ond background committee prepared a comprehensive report on the 
dynamics of family interaction. 

The action-area committees prepared individual reports on com
munity participation, counseling and guidance, economic welfare, 
education, health and medical care, home management, housing, 
legal problems, recreation, and social welfare. 

Shortly prior to the Conference, these twelve reports were sum
marized in a m imeographed docu me nt known as the "Working 
Papers," and sent in advance to a ll delegates attending the Con· 
ference. 

Alleodance 

Over 1,000 persons a ttended the sessions of the Conference. Bt.tsiness 
and industry, agriculture, labor , youth , etc., were represented. A 
total of 29 different professions had representation. T her e were dele
gates from all but fo ur sta tes in the Union and from Hawaii. In 
addition. 28 foreign countries sen t participan t-guests to the Con· 
ference. 
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Gem!ral Program 

•-r r. " ·00 J> " ' R ~-OVI IO.'II , The Wl11te llow c, , .. ay .J, a . .. 

TIIP. I'JH.'IJ()P.:-:T AND MI<S. H I\RK Y S. T RUMAN 

R(:prcs<! ll 't:t~ ivc"!J . f, om .">ponsw ir~~ Comm!t.tee ~nd Business 
1\dvi.s,Jry <..ornrmttce, Ht.Jitrd of l rustccs. 1 c.:chmca l Advisory 
Cornrniuce, :md Pm gram u,mmittee Chairmen 

8 :00 p.m . J~Lf::NARY ~HN>ION, }Jt:ptJrlmenJa[ l f lldllrJYIUttl, 

f.krC A. j()lt~\-.c.J . ..,, Presrding 

Conference Orientation, Erne.\t C . Osl>or ne 
Fami ly Economics: Trends in Socral and Economic Patten1S, 

!-.wan C lague 
The Dynam ics '' / f amily / nlf:Tacti'Jn, Lawrence K. frank 

May G, 9 :00-1 .I : 15 a.m. ~u:no"' ,\f E.F.ll.'oG">-Tm_ .Bt.(,J ~N tr-G F A .\1 rLv • 

12: 15 p.m. S P ECIAL S EMIOX, lJeparlmenLal Auditorium 

THE PRESIDENT OF nt£ UNTn:o ST"TES 

2:00·5:00 p.m. S£C:no~ M£ETiscs-TH£ EXPANVJI\'C FAM II. Y• 

8 :00 p .m. PLE.J'IARY SESSION, L i.sna Auditorium 

BORlS SHr.SHRI~J Pre.Jidmg 

D ealing W ith Forces of Di.sinlt:gration 1n Family Life, Charles 
S. Johnson 

Julius Schreiber, M.D., Panel L~ader 
Jane M. H ocy Judge Paul W . Ale xa nder 
Coleman Woodbury Daniel Blain, M.D. 

H oward Lane 

May 7, 9:00-12:00 noon SEcno:-~ MEETINGS-TH £ CONTRACrtl\'(, 
fAMILY• 

2 :00-5:00 p .m. REPORT M EETT."cs -TH E CoNsrot::RATJON 0 ,.. 
AcrtoN AREA RePORTS 

Community Participation 
Counseling and Guidance 
Economic Welfare 
Education 
H ealth and Medical Care 

H ome Management 
Housing 
L egal Problems 
Recreation 
Social Wel£ar e 
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!:1 :00 p.m. l't.. t.:Ni\K v S t:.!>:. tOl'. , Li~ncr A ud1lun u.m 

1\IR!.. 0 :-. WAI.IJ H. LoKo, l1rC.\HIIII~ 

Uttliz.wg the Stren g llts of Famlly L 1/ c, Edua~tl C. Limlt.: 111a11 

Alice V. Keliher, Panel L eaclt:r 

1\!rs. L. W . Hug hes 
Evelyn M. Duvall 

R egi nald A. Jnlln.,on 
\ V~tlTCn D. Bowtlt<t 11 

Boris Shi ~lakin 

M;ty 8, 9 :00· 12:00 noon PLt::Ni\'K\' ~ 'E.'-1- I ON , LiSIIer . l uditorrtl/11 

ERIC A. j o H NST ON, Presid ing: i\L\RC:AIU.T i\!1.,\U, 1\J od cra tor 

Our R ole in Stre11gtheni11g Family Life: 

Education, '1\·[ary Fisher L ang11mir 

Labor, G eorge ~1. H arrison a nd Kermit Eby 
A griculture, 1\Irs. J. H o mer R emsberg 
M edicine, L eslie H o hman, 1\I.D. 
Social '"' ork, Stan ley D avies 
Business, Earl Shre\'e 
Community Participation, James Armstrong 

•Twcnty·nine section m eetings focussed on the sam e developtncnta l stage of tlt c 
family were held simul!a nrousl)·· Each Conference member was arbitrarily 
assigned to a section according to his inte rest a nd/ o r technica l qualification. 
therclJy a !'.Suring to each group a cross section of a ll viewpoin ts rcprcscmcd 
at the Con{erencc. 

Sr:c:nor-; Mn.-r1:-;c CHAIRMEN 

1. Mr. J ames Armstrong 
2. Mrs. Aline B. Auerbach 

15. Dr. Alice V. Kclihcr 
16. Dr. Howard Lane 

3. Dr. Francis Ballain c 17. Dr. Mary Fisher Langmuir 

4. Dr. Charles Bisb 18. Dr. C. B. Loomis 

5. Dr. Henry Bowma n 
6. Dr. Theron H . Butterworth 

19. Miss Mary Murphy 
20. Dr. Ralph H. Ojemann 

7. Dr. Ralph Eckert 
8. Dr. Leah Feder 

21. Mrs. Esther Peterson 
22. Dr. John Powell 

9. Mr. H . M. Forstenzer 23. Dr. lra DeA. R eid 

10. Miss Winifred Hazen 24. Miss Norma Sims 
II. ]'.-{r. Edward J. Heffron 25. Dr. Robert L. Sutherland 
12. Mr. Frank Hertel 26. Dr. Harold Trigg 
13. Mr. Reuben Hill 27. Mrs. lkn Wailes 
14. Dr. James L. Hymes. Jr. 28. Mrs. Pauline Wilson 

29. Miss Myra Woodruff 

• 'u~F) f'Htinns und Ht' eommendntions 

Hy r:RNF~sT c . o"noR:o-~r. 

Prop,rmn Coorrlznrztor 

Tile ta~k of hri11~ing w grther dac ll ixhl ights o( Lhe Nationa l Con
ference o n .Family Life ;, rt(Jt a, , i rnplc as it mig h t seem . F1r~t. no 
o rlic ia l rcuJntrnNJdil tirJn• wc·rc· wade, no rcwlutions pa~sed . erond, 
rccommcnd;n ir,m thrJugh implicit in rr.pmt~. e ither o f action areas 
or o f sectio n mcer in~~. were n()t ~~~:llc:d (JUt. T hird, suggestiom or 
r ecommc ndatir>m wltirh are (.()IICTI: re and objective enoug h to he 
easi ly fo rmula ted may no t be nearly a~ ba~ ic a, certa in more sub. 
j ec t ivc ones. One can ,ug~e'>t that rdrirm~ in lr~a l p rocedures be 
ma d e, tha t more adcq u ate hfJu~in({ be provided, t hat courses on 
ma rr iage and family l ife he gi\·cn. Th~ and mh,.T such su~estions 
are imporlant; but m ore i mp0rtant is thl'! basic philosophy, the 
att itude toward human being, that pcrvad1>1 or shrmld pervade a ll 
su ch act ivities. When one a ttempts to communica e .such a p hiloso
p hy or to d evelop ideas fo r programs £hat wi!J forward these more 
subtle, subjective but importan t factors, a srme of i n aueguacy 
is fe lt. 

But, withal, it seems ,,·o n h while 10 brim~ together from the 
section meetings, the action area reports and the speeches mad e, 
the assumptions as to what should be done, wha t next steps m ay 
well be taken, what sort of practical experimentation is n eed ed . 
Tf there seem to be im portant propo·al tha t are omitted, such 
omissio ns are largely due to the fan that the proposa ls wer e no t 
clearly stated in any written materia l a•·ai lable. 

A word should be said, perhaps, about some o f the foJJow·up 
aclivi t ies tha t have alread y taken p lace. ' Vithin a week after the 
close of the conference, th e State Ad,·i er o f the F u ture H om e· 
makers of America and the r\ew H omemakers o f Amer ica had 
r eceived fro m the U . S. O fftce of Educat io n a seven pag e l ist o[ "Sug· 
gcstio ns for the FF-T A and the N HA Prol;fam o f 'Vork Based on the 
Highlig hts o f the N a tiona l Conference on Family Life." Individua l 
representatives of var ious sponsoring organizations reponed having 

m ad e recommendations for the con id eration of their organiza tio ns. 
Severa l foll ow·up conferences have been held, o ne o f special ists in 
Family Life Education of Agrir ul rura l Extensio n in Wash in~ton , 
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one: ~f lli ..-·("'\t R~t~m.;al mC'Cilt\~ of pr f«="~•on.al - ·orkc:rs in the Chi
~~ Ju n . anrl a numhn f othCT1 

.- mC' o.f thr l'C"\t n~w' ronl<" h--om the 1'\:uionaJ Con~e:ss of 
r arc-nt• and Tr~ hM"\, 11H~ OT"\7,~nll.lll(I O. with iu 5.000,000 mMn· 
~ u lllltlatmr.;; • pre~ ;1m "'hh h ..-·Ill ~i\'c: much greatc.-r emphasis 
h l lltm1h lllc- th.tn has b<-cn true- o£ II• progum in the recent ~~-

c- ''J~ tu"n:al ~.t\fnTTHII C"(' on P .;arcnt fduc-a ti<ln :.nd the National 
C~\loH I on J-';~ m,Jv Rrlat 'ns" h<~''C: ~tlrC"<~dy bec.-n :Hkro to help in 
thr drwh'J m("nt ('>j tUIOll\~ (nr lav lc01 llcn . It iJ expected that the 
N"'IUtt'f" of othrt JlN fC"~II'n.t l ot~ -min11iom - ·ill al'<> be a llrd 
''I"'U , ,., l1 rlp 10 llw: tl!"'·dupm c nt (If the J>rl'Kf~m wluc h IS to be 
bun h~l ttw. •mllllo'l. ( 11. t\tt id~ ll<~"<"t l on Conft'TC'II(C m;Hcrinl 
tol'liii1Ur ro appr~t in nnnp:apcr• """ ma)(a tint•. The: ConfC'rcnc-c 
rnl'h ll\ h ;a' l~n h~t1ic•d Q~ C:Hit•I .PHIIIIJ(l y dfrtti\'C fl o 111 an cdll· 
f#t•otal )'>nltll rof ' , .,. ..... 

1\u t •t"'"· thr for ..- ;\111 )o(l~ j , '"' ~'' illl f'UIIllllt l q whAt "' ,.'"' 
,. aJJ ~11d1\lduah •nd t>l ')t.lllll lHtlu, j, .._ _.l c oll lltllllliiJf' ' ancl ' tlllf', 

•hr tUI111nal ~·' rt tunnll •••rlf. l•r .. t.lr ' '' l( lltl11h11 tc cff,.f ll\ ('1 tu 
l~t•n l arnd· J" '"~' It '' lu•1wll th_.t the "'"~o;nltnll\ "' 1dly (~li t • 
l&n ltr ltn• ,.. , 11 •tlllH tl ;~ t r thr "' t iuu th.J \ "''II •ktnmtiH" "'hr thc-,
tht' tunr. r!l•'lt I. l:tud m ""<'" that "'' '""' 1111 11 thr N . .lltetll.J l (;,,nfrr 
rn.~ 1111 l' •n••h l rh- "''.t' "'••l{lswlulr ()J ,,-,,u.ty, uo•t •II of the 

"'"~'"'''• "' •II It< "PP'"JI'I.t l r (u.r t';to Is "' ' ''""""'''' l'ulu 1 111"1 
Jlt' !Attn lltlll"'' (hhc-H IW! nlr flll11111d 1111\ ~ r ll J..- \1('\riP J)("(I 

l lu ' l'~"'" 'tf rll en~ " t lw t fl.,.,,.,,,. ,.,,,. """,. tlrJt •utrlv /•tma/y 

t-r•ttn~;f rc•• . ~.,.., • •ttl f~tr•uh'-frlltrtrtl I'" '.,,,.,, tlr, •d •• r n t "' . , 
jtJd'r•CI' t•l( 'HI~f•f"l I ( lflr;r lo I t"\ 1>/ !HI! \I Ii I,." ' 

l. !\N'tla n( Inti " lolu•l t'amll~· ~irma. .. ,.. C '•II lull lur 64ott"' • ' uNu 

ul C .. lfhtuunlt\ Ao·llun 

U lo\ •~•\nh , th(' h•ll.o"''"l: ,h~l"'lh>l" lilt' hut l t' IIJC"))t' llhaii\C nf th~ 
\1\.1111' bttuh I f la!l\UtaJIII'' W. hh h 1\C'f'\J lltr h r ll'lll' h~llof ( lkUI\f' 

n "''-"'"''._ I" ' ~ ~~~u .t th ' a t(' h' tllc"C"l '"' "' ~ ln pt.u r h tltC" IIN'\It. 

, 1 ' ' "t" "luah Ul\\•h n l It .. 11ll 11~h t hl l r rl <* l.1thrt th.u h r .lw11t.l 
,1,1 U llll ll" that{ ItO 11h lu• l.ot lltll i \C lia 11\lH h c-t th.lt ~\1' ~hlllhl 1k\ f'l.1p 

\IIIMAh uJ h" ' v•• L'-"1 Ht u ;., nun\ unt.l iiH"\ thr b l ot f .. dhllc-

' I \•l'l t U tllh h • u uj .w ~huultlt~u~ hi, -. l In thr d e"\ f'l,,l-.''c-n t 

~~ ""' 11iri , " IJ, .. t ttU\ f"'~ht, be- uJ .a uf Ill the" flllt\lh , thr { .. nul 
ttllt't •""l.all ~ou~u1 lltlphn.l bn" ~ ... ut.l L~ l r pt '"" unth in nun l. 
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' 

1. M ontuu 

a. Opportunitil'S should be gin•n for part-time work both T('mu· 
ne:rati\'e and voluntary. In addition to the economic £:actor , the 
emotional signific:w ce of nuintainin~ nnrl dC\·e loping rral inter· 
esu our ide.- immediate family concerns is ~rcat. Pr~'urcs should 
he put on industn', sen-it•e agencks. <~ nd the proks.sions IO pro
vide such opportunitit."S as one ron trib11t ion to the health of 
familv life. • 

b. More qualifi<:1.l r-art-timc domt'stir hdp should he :w;til:lhk 
SchO<\h. Y. W . C. A.'s und other similnr 011f.111illttiom shou!tl 
C()ntinut' to builcl n new e-mphasis on tht• sot'ial value o£ !Xl111p<:
trnt hrorllt' ~U~i•tJctt~. The pw bkm of "hahy-sinin,.:" is cu1e im 
portant n•p«t. 

c. Furthe-r dc,·rlt>Jli1U' III of <'onul\unit St'rvin·s to home-make-rs. 
~ncf to thr "ho k f.n11il\ •houhl be t''plol'<'d . t\t prrsc-nt . d iaper 
~.-" irt', ('omtnlttllt\· l.w11dr it un<kr nl111111\"lrial nu•pict·s. frot t'll 
(nod •tor~. :uHI otht'r ' imtl.1r \t·rvic-t• nn• hut tlac- ht·,;:inuing of 
(>("~'-•ihlc rom11l1111 it\' \ ( ' I ' in·' tn til(' h (\lllf'-lll<lkt•r . 

2. fAntn.ot 

Or \'dnpmt llt tlf lliOH· :ut .viti,., whit h dt oaw 1lw f111hrr har k intO 

act i,·c- f.un il rurrnl-.·"hq• \hould tJt' rmpll "itnl. I; llhrr-tt<'ll 
lunqut· t' a1ul uth<'"r "nul.1r ""u~lt • ,Jtuc" .t tivirina IHt\1(• lht'ir 
piMr hut nrt..Y tc• '"' '"PJ'Il'lllr lltCil hy 1110il' th01u11~h Ruin~ 
I'' "trt 1 1\ u <" Il l 1r du·• a\\(~ •·ll•on'. '' hool \Ia I h. d1111 d1 k .u 11'1 " 

.11111 the• 111 'lmd.u l \tt olt r·){it , ,.1\l tiun' 1 111 dn 111111 h tO n·hahili

t,u r tht r .. chr r lh ta ll '" rivr ly IIIII( t lolliug £illllily 111l' tllht l'. Current 
tot •II<•I IIH 11d ""( , ,,( d t·H· I"J"'Il' IIU H·•ul lll tit aw him 0111 o£ tfu· 
h o•ll\ f' '" 'lll~ IOIIIllrr.uttllj.t prt•grau" fll t' nrrd rd . 

• '- vl rhc JMfi~<IJ llllll( " ''" """''' '" auol~hl;. thf' ( ':allwltc Kflllll fl 
.o;l(•" "- li t\ t hu ffl"il"""" ' l U l<•fl 1 hry r~"<•'l(to l rr 1h11t m .. rhrn flll~tht lo 
.,. .... lp.a~ to a '""'-'"n..tl•'"' llf1Ctt"t: In I"'"'"'"'''Y ~a ll ..~ ln . hut lhn art •tmn~ly 
'1'1"owd K> .u1• 1"'1"1lrn.r'INf .. I K•Il Whlfll "'"""' tiiiHIIIil~ lliOihri"', aod r->f• 
' ""'"'' h t~ ID<4hru v i 1'"""'"'11 t htl•lrc:n In ' ""'" lhr hn mf'. r1rn (tn Ill \'""rt 
u-.r b .... ~ w ""('~ l u tcmt~nrt•ll"~ t)(TIIp•rJml\ Jo~ar •••• nlallv m m ltn. 
l .. ._ ~ « Ot'-""'' ONrull' atrr ll lt raclr rhl(..tqrd In Ulll•h lr tW"t' UI'-''"'"" 
lt....ut ~uoo--u rrlc•rrru art ur~ttnlh nM'tlc-•t ro m •• ~r h J"-lhlr lt•r fth•rc- ••>(I 
_,. .. of 1~ w •• .....-n to ~''" &hr lr Ulloll\ lol.-.1 a llr lllh>fl I ll 1lw-lr .,,.,.,.HV 

o il - 1tw nu .. an11 of a l ull• ro undrtt lwn~ ( u ti i'"IIL .... H>l•'l" I •lUll...-. 
m.l"' •lr 1h.ac one' ctl 1hr m•l''' ntu.oro n l ju.rullt' rlr liltotllr ll+' l• rl ..- •'•'"" ,., 
Dkltlv n (-n,.,. ctw h~>~l)t \ 1m1L1r •ttul~ tn•lualf' lh" thu lo llloo 0(~ C:.C th~ 
••~ (II o.lt ~un:r a.rvt l trnlrh '"'"'t'\ 
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3. CHILDREN 

There should b e prov1s1on th roug h schoo l, chmch, rccrc;u ion a 1 
center or other agencies, o[ situations in which the r h ild o( a 
particul:lr age group may have experie nces with o ther younl!,~ tc• s 
bo t~1 o( h.is ~wn age group a nd with those o lder a nd youngPr. 
Th1~ .service. IS necessar~ b ecause ? f the r urr-rnt scarc it y of l;trgc 
famlli es, wh1ch automatically prov1ded such cx perie nrcs. 

4.. YOUNG PEOPLE 

a. Provisi~n oE more .oppor:tt~t:itics fo r the participatio n of young 
p eople 10 communlly acttVItic h oultl be made. At this age whc11 

abilities are rapidly d eveloping. far too oft e n there a rc no realistic 
opportunities fo r the ir me. l\ [o rc community committees would 
do well to include, in the ir a ct ive membership, r epresentatives of 
this age group. One basic r eason fo r the " youth problem" is that 
there are so few socially sig nificant ro les for him to p lay in fa mily, 
church, school, or community. 

b. Provision of fa cilities and servi ces which w ill faci lita te e ffective 
and wholesome courtship should receive attention. Crowded 
h omes and cities and lack o£ other d esirable centers drive young 
people into undesirable "jo ints" for much o£ their "dating." 
Churches and comm u nity cc mers may well explore possibili ties 
of providing arrangeme n ts acceptable to young p eople in the 
process of de veloping the intimate kinds of friendship wh ich may 
lead to marriage. 

5. Tm: AGING 

It has been sugges ted that some sort of cooperative h o using might 
be one effective sol ution to the problem s which a ging parents 
a nd their children ina·easingl y face. vVhether or not such a solu· 
tion offers much, the importan ce of a fuller life for older people 
is great. Aga in, no entirely satisfactory situation is likely to 
develop if all responsibility is le ft to individual fa milies. Com· 
munity services must play the ir p a rt. Continued employmem, 
recreation, a sense of be longing, and many other factors must be 
considered in the d evelopment of a rounded progra m for these 

older members of our socie ty. 

IJ. P rograms or Act ivities Bf!li~ved to l'i~cd Special Emphasis 

N r;te: A number o[ the sug~cstions li.~tcd below might be included ., . 
in Un it I and vice ver~a. It shrwld be rccognize;d that the JOt<:r-
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1etationship ul f&ttiJIS a tlect ittg t he ia11Hly is :~udt as to de l! pn:ci~e 
aud nice (l) g<u tti..Ition . Again. a'> with Unit J, the sugge~uon~ p rc
St:ll tCd arc on ly indicative of ~oll ie <)f the progr:tms . nce<.led 1l ~he 
J\rnf•tic a ll cul tu re i'> to ~upport t\ m cr ican f<nnif ic:s tn lii ~<"harg1ng 
r11Jiigatiun• wh ich ~o(lc ty cxp t ll'> f1 om th em. 

I. Suu~wn.s TO fAMILI~-'' 

Jfl a rHIHIIJcr of the ~C<.liOII IuCt t• ••gs va t wu~ a '>p tc.ts ol t>Oltli' 
[fJJ III uf Farnd y , lliJ"dy l'.' l ' f C mcnuoncd. I t h'aS no ted that, t.hotig h 
farn ily sub-; idr e\ lt<tVC n,,, br:c n looked on with favor m . the 
United State\ in th-:t,ry. a JHJrnher of forlll:-. h ave d c.:velnp d . J he 
c . I b il l, i t was f.P.Jin u·d <Ju t, v;a, w a considera ble lkgree a fo 1 m 
o{ fa mily sub, idy, since nc<trly c.ne·fo urth of those s.wclcm s r~· 
cci ving govc;Tnment aid fr,r furt!t (.:T ' l ud y have fa mrf tcs of thetr 

own. . 
Sornc section mccting_5 reported t hat in the experien ce of th t i.r 

me mbers there sccmed to be a growin~ n umlx:r o£ p a re nt subs t
dizcd m arriages. O ther tyjX" or indtrCCt \Ubsi cly from grwcr l ll11Cnt, 

industry, and family were di;cu.>ecl. . .. 
Whether it would be fo r the ~>.·el fuc of A mcn can fa tn di ts to 

inaugura te some more u n i \·ersal, g0Yf.'Tnment·'>J.>Oil 'ii"Jr(:d and sup
ported sys tem , seemed to be a moot question. \lan} . f.c lt that th~rc 
should be more inbnnarion as Lo t he f~)chok.~grcal lac t0rs m
volved in subsidy plans carried out in o thu countries. O thers 
{cit that in spite of our uadit ional oppo~ilion to such sub~idy, 
there should be ·widespread d iscussion on the local level of what 

may be involved. 

2. CouNSELING AND G u JOA.XCE: 

With only a few dissenting voic~. those aue nding the Confer
ence emph asized again and again the crymg ne ed [or more and 
adequate family counselors. T hey belie ved that the school, t he 
wel£are agency, the church, indl.ISt:r)', the specia l youth-s-erving 
organizations a nd, indeed , every group in imimate con tact with 
the family shou ld provid e opportunities for fa mily m e mbers to 
get h elp through cou nseling in solving the many proble ms w ith 
which modern life confron ts th e fa mily. • 

• Those orga nizations ~ hich q uestioned t he ar!vr~abtl tty of making a general, 
over·all recomrnc:nd anon m fa, or o f £amdy c.oumelin~-4:.~ .. che k 1:eral 
Catholic org-anitat ton.s-are not in any way Of'f~d lO farn1ly r;nun~lin~ as 
such if it is earned on by competent agenctes and for th e nght o l;j(:CL!Vtl • 
( h;,;tuotc continued on !N&C !0) 



It w." \fll ''' d "'·'' t)l ~·lllli, I IJIJII'> 11 11111 lw.d 1 , 1111 11 111 
• 1111~ ~· - .. 

IIIIH'f y (1)11( ( 1 n ( d With ri ll' 1\1( 11.11 I o l l.1111tltt ~ \ llhldl( \\1 1 k 
. I lf>\\' , 11 I( 

the rkvt lnpnwnt of f. tnul y COII11'.c lin~ ~~ 1 V IC n w1J1•11• II 1• 1 • • . I Y I 0 1111 ( 
C'i l'll. afl(l fm rh <·n liuppotf ;tnd t l( f< " " 10 11 wh<·11• f1 11 y 11 1 ol \ r' II 'C II 
c~r ah li \h ('d . rr wa<; fc·lt th .l l dlf>llg h i l J:;l ( , 1[ d< .t l II I II \ ( I I(' I I . . . Xf11 lie t 
C1o 111 rite IIIII V<'r\111 <·<; , ~~ hool 'i 11l ~~H 1. el \\Ill k ltH di· tl 111 1 1 • · ' • • I I II o 
l 01•ir.d s< hooh, and o rhC'r o•g;•n i1.11iom now 11.t i 11111., cr 11 1 n . . n I II \(' ( II '1, 
there arc lllany way~ 111 wl11th local tc ·\OIIII c· 1 ,111 r,,. 11101 <' c•f 
fccrively m n l row.tr d tl1e fH'0\'1'-IClll o l <ottll\<' llft tr fnr I I 1 
sho uld m;• ke m e of i 1. 

r-o .1 W Ill 

3. EDUCATION 

It was 0 11ly nalllr:t l that, incc the J.11 gcst lllltlt h e r of individua ls 
fro m a ny one pro(c sion:d group w.t 10 he (ound in o ne or an
other kind o f ed ucational eme• pri e, the re " 'ould be considerable 
s~r:ss put on tl~e re~pon ibilit_)· o f educatio n for impro 1•etl fatnil y 
llv1ng. !tHere u ngly e noug h, ll was 1 ep n ed that in many o f the 
sectio n m eeting p eople r epre e mi ng fi eld o ther tha n education 
were among the s tro ngest advoca te o f m o re cxtcmivc pt ogran15 

o( education for marriage a nd fa mil y living. 

There was strong empha is on the d csir.tbility of providmg 
more opportunities for children of clcm nta ry school age, for 
youth of hig h school a nd college age, and for adults to develop 
the kind of understandings of seH and o( relatio nship to others 
that wi ll contribute to the streng th of and satisfaction in (amily 
living. R eports fro m a ll pans o f the country a~ to the expressed 
need for this sort of education were m ade. 

It was pointed o ut tha t grea ter usc should be made of parents 
in the initia l steps of pla nning a nd developing such courses. ;-..;or 
was it believed tha t d Tons along this line sho uld be limited to 

the schoo ls. The churches, fa mily service and youth-servi ng agen
cies, indep endr m adult ed ucatio n groups and pare nt-teacher 

In fact. they encourage t he d evelo pment of rcspo miiJJc program< of guidance 
with due cmphas1s on re ligious and mo ra l tr:llllltiJ; ;, ~ well a ~ o n p~ycholo~•ca l 
and other facto r" iii\'Oh cd in lhe famil y rcl;, u rm'>lup. They m.111Hai n , ll.ow· 
ever , that too o ften . in practice, famil y CfJU n '>elln~. :n '-C knr,w it in the n11e~ 
Sta tc.-s, 1ncludes the rcto mmcnd:.lion of prac.u<.c'> "h1rh, a(UJrdmg to the ha~IC 
tc:nei.S of these ot ganilauon~. are unctluca l .10d uc~rructl\ e of sounrl fatruly 
lh •ng-e.g., con tr~ccpnon. These o rgan u.ctl()m arc Jhc-r, fr,rc: u ttwllling to 
rel vltiiOt nd 1hc wull 'oprcad extcn'lon vf farntly coun~lltlg ~rv1rc·, unlt'1< tltf•y 
c;~n be rca5onabl )' certain tha t such coumeli n~. e~prcia ll y when it i~ cnnrl ! •c~cd 
under public ausp•ccs. will foster rather than run conntc r to the <...hu!!llan 
concept of sound family living. 
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a h lll l ·UIOm Wt'I C 11dlfl ~d i:l!i ..t111011;,; dtt gruttp'> th ll UJUJd wdJ 

~p,1nv,r ,tJicl (,tr r yon f,t rntl 'r lr ft < 1h1t tllOII. 
·1111' u 111 trll llld n u·d ftll (·x tdta tll!lll t.tntl iu f,>J liS slt.tt e of 

,1111•11 t 1t 111 , 111 \ jlllc f1£ the sll ll.Jil~ d t\t lr,p ruun dwlllf.) the l.t' t 
qu.u Ill r11 ill u·111l11 y, Confctt lll t I"'''IC IJMII L\ J •'J~Itl< d 0111 that 
Y''" '" 01 ~ Y..t II a p:trr·rm wpc a\klltl{ th.tt thJ' p:Htrcul..tr ph_asc o f 
t •dlll•t iHIII fr,r f>r·Jif·r f.unily J l\·1111! !Jc 'llrt,o;td. 111 gUllldl, ll \\a 
f• It I iiii ,1 " 11rt1,, rJ" •ijJjJrt1.H It.,._., dt ,Jr,tblt r ,:tliH•t Jhan 011(. ,,·hidl 
file 11 ~,1 r1 fill rlt' IJJn)r,~lf :1! ;, J•' < t \ ortl}. H} "hrc~.ul" rt w.• IIH',~Ill 
tiJ itl the \l t f 1,tJ .tlld J•\)l flr,Jr,~IC ,d ft .. H ki.;HHI!Id~ of I t'idllOJl\hlf'' 
IH' I W! '(' II tJ.r• ~~ X I• , ft <J il ld he tbtHII III{hl) f·Xpi<JtCfl. 

1 

•J Jtc (IJiltiiiiiHI~ tf•Jifl'ltl) t /J Jllll\ldl U fllfill l f)rl for f.alll i l ~ fi v lll~ 
pr irMrr ily for g uJ, and .,.,JHJ'U "';* drJilfJr<.d ft \1<1~ ff' lt d~ttt c\·cn 
in tiJC <art;,1 ~ (Jf lltJHW lfl i.HI~gt fiJI rl( fJ''J\\ 4\ w()J a~ gJJ f' ~J.ou Jd be 
givrn tr;1111111~ a 11d t:Xp''ti' nr'. ' I I re .,.ere \trrmg rtumHTICfl<:a.
tions tlt dt bo;s a 11d rw:n I:J-: (.OI~>Jd rt:d HI the cl<.vclopmctll of all 

fam ily life cd uca lt' '" prr~e&rn 
-l he need £c>r im trucuQnal aidr-wfJrt l uncurmal to.t'i and 

pa rnph lc ts, visua l and auditr1ry lll<ttt·ri<sl of all Ytrl'-"'·' ~ empha· 
si1cd . The need for all gT<JUfn inte-r<.~tcd 1n <.ducauon [nr 1nat· 

riagc and family life to expemn•;nt in IJ.e dt. \dr1prwllt. of u '>du l 
ma terials was thsctJsscd at y.~me len:;~h m ccna1n \nu o n meet· 
ing . The commmee rc"Spt"-'n~Jble (l)r the pr' lrnun:~ry It potl 1H1 

the use o f r adio, mo\·ies, rn.tgt~ine and n~.. ... ,paJ>er ftntnn and 

a rticl es plans to continue HS tud~. 

4. L-f EA LT II A SO l\f ED I CAL C. ... ;u: 
In re ports and discussions on health and m edical c~rc, t her e was 
emphasis on the need for mo re adequate educauon of l ~a rnrly 
memiJers in the basic facts of hUID.lll bwl~, of hurnan ltUlrll lOil, 
and of acc ident prevention. lL \\a ftlt tha t p rograms of prepa· 

• The Ca tholic or~:tmnuons p.utrop:ltln~ m the Cnnf .. ren~ wuntled a " amrn~ 
:~pimt the wrong t\ ~ o f sex Ctlu "'IV" l ite' rc.-nYLntiC the ntt·d fr.r a vrtarn 
wholc~me mm•mum of <ex edur~tt<•n. ~a-lu<~tcd to mcel the rhitOI(Irtg llt'f'<b 
of dtffcren t :~gc group•. T he' cmpha•tzc. hQWC\ CT, tha t. tf only l.oec;au<e Q( the 
delicacy o r the: • ubJCCt . -ex cduc.n•on " hcrc,cr P'"''hlt• " 1..-,t rarn,.d Qn 
,~11h i n the inumatc ctrclc of the famll) ll'>elf \\ hene,er It " ncet:~ .. ry to 
\llppleul nt th,. " ''tructton ~tnen tn the home In further trt\lrlltllo n '" the 
-.chuol. uncomnwn pt <'l J U!l(\O• -hnu ld he ta~c n 10 1(11 tr '"'"" ;.n ;ttrtr"" 
phere of mo<le<t\ and wholc<ome n-ucence and to guard ag~tn~t tltc tmparun~ 
of uneth iCl l attlttul.-• l'h~ Qrl(anll .. lt<m• aho " "'n 3J<dltl<t aH.aclttng an 
exagg1·rated and unrcaluuc importance to t.hc ' alue of sex edurau on a~ •uc.h 
~ex e.Juca tton of 1L-clf. unlc~ IJuttrl"~cd w11h ){)Und mor .. 1 and rellg•oU& 
1raining. i> c:~paulc of domg more harm than good. 

II 



· for 111:\at j 1c~ slHm hl b e ln u.nll • ha't'd o u the COO!Ier ativc rAIHlll · · ~ . . 
rtT~111s of Jwmr. ~dwol. clmnh, and the m ct:h cal proCession. 
H<"llt h (.:H<~ w;~~ ~li~na ~ed wi1h pecial rdcrcnre to fertility and 
tt>rilil\ . pt ~n:ttiC}', infa1Ky. h ild hood . and old age; and t.hcrc 

w<t c, plidt ~t·co~nit ion of 1hc ~tu-i:tl and economic factors j 11• 

\'olwtl . T he con (' llS\IS ''- · IS th:tt adcflllate roo d , ho usiug, awj 
mC'\lic.11 ,11 r Jo.hould he 3\'<lil:lblc to all fa milies withoul regard 
to rlff. <."ol\11', ~1. ot C'(t)nomic status. By and large, the dis
tu~ion ,,·:. {\mt t oYcr~ i .ll only with reference t o the topics o( 
mC~hc,\l c.u c t\15\ll ,tm c allll uf COillracc ptivc advice in marriage 
ronn~ling. • 

5. R rau n (ls 

,\ nHm~ the llldll) th111~s cli~c1a ~cd, Lhe value of mm·c famil y· 
ttll i <TNI n"'r .. Hil.>ll in a society where multiplicity o£ organiza. 
tinns oitc-n thaw £:\mily lll r lllbc rs out o[ the family circle was 
not('d . Uot h :.t .. ,tT and mcmltcr rcprcsc lllillivcs of youth·scrving 

01 ~.u1ir.uions t rputln .l hci~-;h ten t tl i tllCl t:!H in the d cvclo pmcn t 
o( the l.umh culph.,,i in tlac ir Jll OJil· llm. I t w,1.5 ~t~ gc~l th,tt 
p.1111ah· p.nll~ip.uiol\ in pt t •~o;ram d cvl· lop11ac nt be c nlis1cd . 

A~ 1l p .u t o ( the artiviti~·~ of )'(lllth ·M·rviug :tRrllrics, mtH C 

a1lf:'\ jii.IIC 01 i<"llt.llion <•[ k ;adn s i t l lh<· d ynamirs ()[ f:amily lifc-
tJIC w.l\ ' II\" hi<h ~\laiwdt·s llllll ht· lt. tviCll ;11 c all r ctct\, was urged . 
h w.t• :.l~o it-It that in addition ao lamil y·H:ntt' t t·tl n .:crcaliOil 
nniHII~''• &m h mg.atlila t iotl~ ttHtld well hdp in the ronsriou 
parp.u .n ivn nl )t•tllla for h r tlt"f f.~tnily livlllj.t. lnnt·., ~e o[ wu n· 
"<'hilt !.aulitn . II < wdl ns J.i lllll)l di•c u~,j,,ns Crlll t' l ing 011 a'perts 

('I (,111111\ · jj, Ill~ \\'.1!\ I'CUl lllllW I\dt'll. 

l\ \\'.13> fll>pC"tl lh.ll (<)U(H'f". t ti t ll1 flttll\11~ t\tr \',11 illtiS ot llfl f.~lllil)'· 
crutn rtJ pntgl.um IHIIald i att•tt•.tsi llj.:, I y lw ptt)IIJotnl a t 11.1 t •nna l, 

'' " It'. lllld IO< .1 l lc"\' 1-:~. 

(•. J l~n·~"e 

111 ' t"J >UI\lo ~1111 di,nr-."on s it w.• ~ \11~1·d 1h.11 lht·ae be a mote 
Utl l\ t' J.U11 li1 tp:uivu of tho,,e (1\ltt't' rtlrtl with f.tmil)' \ .dttt·~ in 

I:! 

' 
' 

I 
l 

J>l l'Ssurc for ho using ~uitcd lo satisfying la ruily li ving. Ho using 
experts :tnd other interested pro{e ~iunal a nd lay pe rsons pointed 
out that presen t housing d evclopmcn1s were saddling hundreds 
of thousands of families witlt quarters largely inadequate fo1· 
healthy family developmen t. Excessive cos1s, conslrictcd quarters, 
flimsy construction , poot' nrrangcntcnts were a 11 mentioned as 
current developme nts which should be st rongly resisted. With 
few exceptions, those who turned their ;tuen tion to the housing 
aspect of family life stressed the need for more rcnral housing 
and approved o£ the provisions of the T aft-Ellendcr-Wagner bill. 
All<.' lllion. was also focussed on the great variety o[ bolh rural 

and urba n dwellings needed to fit lllc clilfcrcnt stages of family 
life-the beginning bmily, the expanding family, and the con· 
t.racting famil)'· 

7. L EGAL. P ROYIS IONS 

The dramatic report of the Amcric;tn Jba" Association-appointed 
committee met \\"ith a waun reception on 1hc part of most Co n
ference :tlt cnd.ttlls. The three spccilic rccommcud:nions were: 

a . Thal the: President of the U nited States he asked to appoint a 
Commission 10 ITt'X:tllli n e tltc l;aws rq~11l:ttin~ marriage and di
vorce and lcg.tl proced ure~ in div(HTe cases. • 

b . Th.tt the Co ut ercm.e urge c~tahlishttH·ut vf tanaily and juve nile 
cotHis p rcsidc:tl over· by special ist j 11dbcs :tllll having adcqu;u c 
tptartcrs. stalfs. ami bml~t·ts . 

c. Th;1t a h e Cc.mkrt·tu c· t il (::t: inunnli :tlc cxtt·ut iou ol lc~;a l aid 

offtces :111d low cost kt::a l Set vices. 
Sillrt' th e Co n fc·r<:ucc ns such was plctlgcJ not to pass rcsoht· 

1ious, the Ltg.tl Coantnitl<:e's n :sohalions will be submitted to 
po l\ o r in~ o tg:mitaticms a mi 10 local connnunity groups (or any 

act ion d t:cntt tl advisaldc. One approach is to apprise loca l and 
sll•te b,1r a:.soti:uions of the substance o[ the report and to \trgc 

• 1 he pan i<.ip,t liu~: c .. atho ti c or~;ani t:t tiom po iu t 0 11t that l~ivo~·t-e ~!"!!i$tation i~t 
llOttlt" o f the •caccs is so ldX a• 10 111akc 11 mnckrry of thr llt,.ll11t><•ll of ntalrt · 

1Un ny ami co he a C3 tl'ie o f scr inm ~GIIHi a l to the rt<l ?f ahc. ci ••ih t ,·d .world. 
' t ht· currcm rh•o rc.: r at e in the United St ;otcs. thc·y !Hid. I$ an mfalhhll" mdH.11· 
tion o f t he lo wcr111g or our moral J1a 11dard~ anr.l Ou);hl t_o be rcg.udrtl ~~· . all 
who arc: imeres1cd an lhe fulllre (of l he At11e111:,,, f:unlly 115 a \ cry cntocal 
ddngcr ••J.:ual. uy ru o• c tow,trt l the ~<· l c>t !" uf h ilt '!" ''111". lt·!(t' l,llwn Oll):ht 
to stan !rem• the pnnciple t ha t chc maru :l~:te bond ,, ttuh<>nluhle and tlu t 
il is 1hc: duty of the s1:.ce to tlo eve r ything po.>Siu le to deknd t he wu..land co 
preserve the: uabtlity of family li{e. 
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th.u .1pptnp11.ll~ tcp be t.lkcn to uring a bout cons ide ration o ( 
\\.l\' Ill \dudt lq~.11 pt .lCti<l . . IIIli tmks C:tn IIWr C cfkctivt•ly SCIVC 

tlw f.tnul .utd lh m~mhc1 th.111 b .t · hidtcrto been tlt c case. 

~ r R\ 1'\1"-. l "tltt L1 \ NR,IIII' 

In a numhcr n l , l'ltlnn ll ll' Ctlnhrs, and particlllarly in the Cou n
~din~ .uHi G11id .tm<', the Edu ra 1io n. and the H o rne ~ (a nagcmcnl 
,\ , twn .\ ~t·a Comtn tttcc. , the need fo r clfcctivcly t ra ined Jcadcr
~h q, h11th by :\lld ptofc ... .-.iona l- was trc cd . ! m ere tin the fi eld 

ll( lll .llt t .\ ~t' .111d Lundy t c l.ltiom has ou t-grown avai lable trai n ed 

It .uh 1 '" 'P· \\' Ink Ltlllcge • Ulli\' CI ~i t ics, <t nd d10ols o f so cia I work 

1n.tv -.ttll h ,t\'C' ' " ·IJDI rcspo n ihi lity in provid ing this !cadet hip. 
i ~>ctl ( Ollltnlllltttc'i .1nd ptok~~ ion .d otganin uiotH a rc a lso f.ttcd 
,,uh ·' <h.alkltp·. It i hoped th <~t snic>tts comid ct .IUo n will be 
~n c n h' m .tll' ~t nli J " both to the imptoVCitH'IIt o f pre l' IH lt-adcr· 
~hrp .tnt! to till' l' tlll'tin~ :t 11d tt at ni1114 <•I II ( ' W pc·o l' lc in th e fr dd . 

9. 1 , ,,, ""' Rt ' ' 'P:-1 ' 11111 I I\' 

1-t 

l>tw lllllt' \\Ot llt\ clt .tl .ll llli ' '' ' of hotlt Co n ktt•th t ' l l ' f>O i h :111d 
1\lN'llll"' '' ·' th l' tlltwilling ii<'Sl\ to bh ift lCl th r u.ttion.d g nvcttl· 

till Ill IIW )Pt 11"'- j>t>n"l >llll f111 t ft1 • liii Jllll \ tiiH Ill Cl ( t\11 11'1 i1 .111 
£.11111 )\ ltfr. S 11 n~ w,1, I'"' t ln o ug hu 11t o n tltc· ~ign lfi<.llll l' t>f vol 11 ll · 

1•11 , tll 1111 llllllltg lt ,, tu h oq;.1tti t. uio11 ~ a' 1\ t:' t r l t ' Jl r t s t ' llll ' d in 

11
11

- 'l)(ll l'-lll lttg . tgc' t Htt' \ , I t w.1 .. fc·l1 . 10(1, th.ll lnt.d · l~t' IICit·'· 
,
1

hl)!ll'-, 1 ftut 1 lH·~ .. 111d 1Hht'l l.llu ti ' ' {' l \tllg j.: IOIIj' \ltottld fm th 

111.q 111 dh >tl V II ti t l l'l~> pttt C ' III ol :11 t i v 11i c ·~ d c, tgtHd IH'ttl' l to snvc 

( .1111 I h ll l'C' tl , 

It ,, ,p, t ntl~! tti tcd. IH >Wc' \' t ' t, rh .11 in ~c · ,· c· t .d l t ' ' p<ll~ Fed•:•·" 
\ ~.;ttlltt ' ' lt .nl 111 .tjnt toil's 111 pl.1 y. ' I Itt• v. tluc· ul tht' t utll ttl>tlltllll 

( t( llll t>J!II.II!O il g.1lltt 1 i ll).: 1>111 (', II IIo 1\' , 1 ~ t ' \ ' tcln tt ll11 011~ h d ll' ft tll' 
( 

111111 
.J>I!ltO t\ nt .llk tO ( :o nkt t' l lt l ' II' I HIII,, ' j'flt• ll t' C I ' ' II )' 11f .11 11\'t' 

Fnkr.t l r il ' ' ' ' t o ptnvid c· rc tl.t in a'pt'tl' nf MHI .d r< tlllt .111d 

h c:.tldl '-f'l\lll' " ·'' c k .nly l t' Ct > f~ ll itcd . R l'.dl , l l l" . tUI'flt .ll l<t' u l 
th(' I>. I 'IC t· tl n I" tl ( h t•.tJth)' (ll llllh t· , tJt lt \ t' (\) 11\lllll ( (\J II d~llfl ll ~ On 

l.ll lllh ldr \\ ,I ' (' llll'h.I'I/C'd t hlllll~ fttl\1 1 . l t M'\' lllt'd l>ll\ lO ll~ tlt .ll 
ll\l ll' u{ du J.u 1111 , d c tt·tnlillllll!, t 'n \11\lllllt Ul lld itlll \1~ t Oldd only 

br dc .d l ''"It :tt th<' t) .IIIPII.d l,·, t'l. 

It " ·'' 11~\:ntcd i11 n11 c: g tllltp th.ll n F l'd,·t .d lkp.ntlltt' tll or 
1 •11n1h 1 de- ,, '"tid L11• d n ll .thlt- tl llC 1d t11 h mit,ht 1lt ·"'' tnl.;l'tht'r 
llltCi t''l' .t ltlJ .Hll\ 111n IIU\\' t .ltl t' l t'd .1111(}1\ r .l I)UIItl)('r of diJlt:l"c nl 

• l)::t' II LIC' • 

SpOIISOt ing organ i1ationlo arc tn gcd to l,ccp i 11 wudt wttb 
nat io n:-~ ! dcvelo_pnt cn ts-kgi~I <Hivc a m i othc rwi c- which d irectly 
or ind irectl y a fl~n th e we ~fa t c ~> [ the famil y. Co nference panici. 
p a nt were convm tcd that llllCII1gc ntly conceived pre · urc sho uld 
p l:ty a n im portant pan in the nature of d cvclopmcm s a t tile 

n.1tiun.d level. • 

10. P tl llLJ CITV Ai'\D P U BLIC R t::LATI()NS 

It is urged tha t interprct:uiou o( the need s, intcrc t • and ptoiJ. 
Jcm:; o f fa milies be co ll~t :llH l y !,qn in the forefront of pu blic 
co nsc iousness. Pu b licity anivit ic of the Nationa l Co nk rcnce 
o n F.uni l)' Li fe h.tvc al ready set a pauc r n lo r co ntinued c lfon :. 
ol n .ltwta .d Cll~:t lli J.IltOIIS and ol loca l groups. 

I t is ho p ed that ron11nittccs 0 11 community, s tate, a nd local 
lcvc b \\' ill piau ami car ry tht <Htgh a con1inuing prognm of 
pulJitc cdu( .l ttO II tksig u cd lll u catc i11tdligcu t aw;ll c lll':,S o f 
:t nd intt.: ITM i n tit<· srg lll(tCcllll'c' of family rclaltUIIS as wd l ,, the 
.u .. tt\ itll'!o o l th l·ll 0 ''' 11 o r g .tn it.ll iom. 

R.tdw. trlcl'i~i~m ptO!) l .lltl~ . lll: \\' l\ f!:tpc l :., ami tnag.ull tC arc 
.tfl ;t n ~io iiS fot ~I)(H ( llLitCI j;d:. 011 f:1111il y I c.:l.ltiOllS :'I IIli ch ild 
d t·,·c lo pmcll l. \\'ot kl'l i11 tlr t• (,l'ftf should tn a kc ~pt·c ial c fl urts 
10 "fcc:d" l-O tt nd .111d i t ti ~' I L"S t it tg inlortn:t t io n 10 t h c s t• ltl:ISS media . 

' ! Itt• II 'C o [ , td \'l' t'li~ill~ in l ilt' i l ll i.' l'l'~l o f c' lhtC:ttion is ;r tfi,l i iiCl 

.tnd tk ... it .ll>it- a un . 1: .u lt )'l'.ll' dt t' N: tlio n :t! J\ dvc t tisi ng Co 11ncil 
puhlt 'hl'' a :.t'ttt·-. o l p~t i Jit r :.c t vi<l' "ads" d <'VOic:d 10 sontc no n· 
<.ottlll li.' tn :d ( .w w. l ~t dividtt;tl I11 11 1S ll ave Ull.lt t ibu t c d in ·titu· 

t ion .tl :tdw ll i~ ing 1kvmcd to 1.h ild h ch :tvior or clt ihl , ,·<:lf:lrc. 
l.ot.tl htlll ~ 111.1 wt·ll IH• pt· r~u;~tkd th:lt it is good bu~i llt' for 

tlt rt ll 111 du ld,t·wiw. l 'ro l t·~'iott:d workns r a11 o ll cr to c r\'C a 
ll >t hnlt,t lll \ i11 t ht· d l' V<· Itljlllll' lll ol s 111 h aclvct 1i ~ i11g a 11d tl1c1ch)' 
tt'.tch .1 tn u•lt wi der pu b l ic. 

I I. ~ I lll ,. \Hl R 1.\ I.A I<C II 

l' t ·th .tp~ p.11 tl y a\ a t e:.u lt o ltltc vo lu llli t hHt ~ nt.ttcJial pt cpatt.:d 

lu t th t· Co n let t: t llc, it wa s widl'l y rewgn i~t•d th.u co11rcncd 

dl<>t t " nc< t:~' ·" y to lilakc IIIII u sc o l rhc l.. n o wln l,..;c th.ll we 
lt.t l t ' a lt c.td y :uc 111Hul a1cd. B111 t.:VC II m o l l' uttil't'l'.'>. tl ,, ;,!> d tt' 
k t·l illg th:tt i11di viduab, orga nil:tlt\JII~ . and lOlll llHinitics :> hou!d 
enco urage in every f1dd till: l)il:-.ic reM.\CtTh which i ncct:ss.lrl' 

tO tll lll'·I~C o u r kno1dtd gc. t·tptipttt t'll t, ami ~lu ll · lo r dealiug 
wi t h probk11 1 ~ of f:tll)il y lil'i ng i ct lllOd l·111, complex so ie ty . 
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I:.! {.(1\1 \II I\ II' \\ tt•• ClKllWII\ llUN 

H :m) 1,m, p lt.t'<' nf the 1-'.Hion.ll Coufc1<'1H C o n .Family L ilc 

11-,< 1, rd nwcl' .tpp1m.ll than others. i t wa the opponuui ty 

.tlfln •lt'\1 ll("t'plc- IIUtll ' ·'" 111~ llhl' ipliltc:. and had,l,•Tou nds of 

1 
,

1
\( 111 th r tn thm\.. aml pbn 1 n~t·th cr. For 111any, i t was the 

lu,t 1111u· th.u thr ' h :ul tl•"""~rLI ma11ers rela ted to marriage 
:utd b 1mh lt1 1n~ "'" c '' ith thc i1 ow u professio na l colleagues. 

Ul '' 1tl111\ thCII 11\\ II (.1) gt VIIJl . 
1 hr 1n11r ''' ullll)o; ''·t\ in 11 h it h the l i fe o l the family is it\)CJ· 

0~ 11 t l>~lh cu nllllllllll)' oq~.111i1.ttions wo uld seem to call (01 
« l\'}xt .lll' <' pl.tlllllll~ :\lld c fl urt o n the J>Mt of these m g.uti7:t· 

11m 1, , On(' 11111\1 t c'H'~IIitc n·.di~t ica lly that thctc is often tiv.dry 

fu1 thr ~" 1'1"'" ami palli cip:Hion of people i ll the community. 
On N• ·~'ltlll l"ll' ll chutrhcs fed the puuh n ( tflncpetllin ll ftotn 
ot hn ut)!.lll ll.lllnm scr,· iltR tl tc C;nnil )· soda ll )•. t·dur:ttion.tl ly, or 
INi t" .ll ll'll ·dh . I t ,, ottld uppt·.tr. h<lll't' Vl' t , tlc.\l gtnttps .111d ind i· 
\ld 11.1b \ 111\l'l\'h i lllt'l <'~ t t•d i11 h c·iuR of m axinllllll st' t Vi1c to the 

f.mnh 11111 ' 1 '"" \. tl11 \lll~h ll1c~c delict ull ies :tud dt•n •lop coopt' I,, . 

tl\<' .J lld tt)lll clm.llnl I'll'~'· ' ""· 
I he l\hlllr (Hill\' '~ or ( \l llllll\l ll it . {ll ~·ll l i l.l ti l\11 lll't'd~ thlllll\1)-:h· 

~''""'~ r\ pl,ll .lllllll. lt h.l$ h t•c•n Sll~~~·,tnl t l1.1t h>t .cl 1:'\lllltt\unitir 
, )wul11 J t tnn pt w ,h,llt' wuh mw .uw thu tht• l tuit, ol dhu t ~ in 

l\liiU\1\Ill ll \ pl.llllllll).: ,IIIII :u tiun. Our o f thC' llm•tlolt.llq .:it point\ 

;u ''"" h t \ llll lllllnl .1m l c· m·t~l' lll c·ll•••t i~ m ·n ln l is th.l t ul home 
.am\ "'h•~' l t l )l'l lt't.lllllll , S.1d Ill ~.,,. i u c ollllllllllil • .thc•r <'~' Ill · 

"""" '' · thi"H~ 1 ~ tkt idrd ~u lt vf mi,lllldc·t~l.llldm~. i11dllkt · 
('ll( t', .111\l .l\ lt\ C tttl l.l~lll\j ,l\1 ht' IIH'\' 11 ll',ll ltt•l' :llld (1.\ l(' llt , h tlliiC' 

. wtl ,,h,..,,[ ' 11111111<' IIIIJ>\ltl.ll\1 H>lllllhuti•'lllcl l> .lll'hiu~ l.11ml 
lt k t .UI l'<' mo~dc th.111 th.ll \\'ltith <"mlln tlll l ol fcu·ndl ·, umkr· 
l.l liiiiiW, :am[ U)IIJ'<'t.llli C C'lh111 0 11 1hr p.lll o f th t'C' tl\ll ~ltliiJ " 
, u tlllll l t h .ttlnllll~ tlw h\I'S t•l 1hddtt' ll . ;'\,·••hn '' \\lhlll' 

.uiNpl.\1<' Ill ll1C' ' ·'' " : ,( huildi11~ tht• d.·~it.thlt' t' lllt lllOII.I \ clun.lt(' 
111 1dud 1 " h~t lt-..<1111(' p< 1 ,,,n.ll ~'''" 1 h 1.1l.. t'l. p l.u 1'. ' 1 hr d un t h 
Jlld nlhtt (1111\111111111 1 .l~t'IIIH':<, t.l\ SIIJ'\1\WII'\l .IS rit) lw.clth 

' " 1'·111111\ ""· )'J I \.. "'' ll.\1\IIH' III\, t' l <'. ; .IIIII '"'""'·" \ ·' ' Y. ~I. 
C. \ ·, , (. n\ ~t vlll,, F.unth St•t ' i.-e· . \~~·li ci t·~. t' l' .: pl.11 1ht' ll 

>I~ lit h •. tut "'lo 1\1<.). In ' I IIII<' ('o)lllt ll llll it i l·~ 1hc1 c .1r~ Cou11rib 
of .'1\t.d .\~t' lhtt' ,, hidt <.lit ~i ,·e the m~·dcd k.1ckr~hip. But 
onh· "'~Oilhn.H< d pl.11 1 11 in~ and .IC'Iil) ll on hdt:ll f Clf the f.unil y 

Jnd iu m c-mhrt , t.t ll 1\')lllt in ~.llh ~roup m:t \..i ng it s m :n: imum 

{Oilt t ihuuon. 

Chninna n E ric A . J ohnsto n, at the fi nal session, u rged the 
establ ishm ent o f Community Family L ife Councils. lie was not 

p roposing a new op~rating ng~n'?' uy such a sugg~ tio n b_u~ a 
chann el through wluch organ llatto ns a lrc:.dy scrvcng famdtes, 
prof{-ssionals contributing to the h l·.tlt h :Uitl eclucationa l weJI, 
hcing 0 ( f:t mily members, a nd lay groups concet ned \\' i th a~pccu 
of f:-unily life mig ht pool their experience and resources. 

Any individu al or org:mi£ntio n is a potentia l c:ttalytic agent 

:t" f:tr as comnumity org-animtion is concerned. One caution at 
tcaq ~hould be m en tio n ed. In working towatd :~ ny t ype o£ co
o pc r.lli0n. thMc who~c pa rti t'i p:llion is ck~ired sho uld he cnl ist<'d 
in the c:trly sta~cs of pl.111nill~ a nd not he invittd 10 member· 
~hip in an :Jir(':cd • Rllin~ org.1n i1ation . . . . 

( 11 :t tl incrc.tsing lllll ll llt'r of small l'r t'C)IIlll\ lllllltCS and 111 

J.11 ~1· r ritil's somC' type of n l'ighhorhood roonlin:tting gt o n p 

of tl i()SC a~rncic•s and i~td iv idn:cls in H·rt•stecl in the p rommion 

0 r h(' ttt' r f:tm i lr J i v in~ has hcl'n St' l up. F vl'l' )' (')fnrt slw uld be 

111:l(lc 10 ckn·lo p n l:l rgt' 11\llllhn o f such groups. I t was .~uggrs t t'cl 
hy Oll t' section lll('t't inj; that "Ct 1111p di,t m sinn 1-intilar tel rh:u 
1dtir h we h.1ve h.HI hnc (in \\' :1sh in~ r nn) lw c·a rrit•d o n in every 

romn11mit ' · :tnd t h.tt these• j:\rnlliH lw nt:uk IIJI of :l'> m:w y 
n •latt'tl itlll'l <·~ r ~ in f.t mil • lift• a~ a n • a vailahk." 

S1~rh n procedure may wdl he tlt r fi rst stt·p . \ VIwt h c·r or n ot 
~~~~ h di,r u ••inns result in Slllllt' rollll nf O untllll ll ity Fami ly Li fe 
C tHIIH il~. tltr l'flitus of ill(r"l'• I'OIII/11111/tUIIiun, of l t•r u11 i11g to 

'' l' fl'"'llltr' tltr amtnlllllllltl\ 11( ntl11·r tl itt tfdiuc·•·. olltr'l' m.~t/1 11 · 
· 11 /IIIIH, ulht'r lllllll•irl uu" if tltr imfm llllltl tltiny, . 

I lw lu~h h~ l u o~, sn~,:~•' 'l iun~. :t 1111 1 t'l'llllllll\'ll tl.lt io11o~ rc ·pctt 11•d h ,·rt• 

\,!t\1' .l p11tlll l' of thC' vit.lli r o f tlw N.ll inn:t l \.onrt•rt•nre on 1:.tmil · 

1 eft·. I hC' J.ngC' llltlllhl'f o f fn llo w Ill' :u t ivi til's :tln ·.uly r. trrit•tl o n 
ell pl.lllllt'd f,,r the futm e is i~tdit: tt ivc• n f rlw c·a llt<'' IIWloS :HHI t'\111· 

11'111 nl C<lll fc•rc iH e p:trt iri pan t :Hid ~pnn<tlring lll)~·"'i'·" io11~ . 
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Prt>sent Status of the 

r\otio nal Conft·ren<"t' on Family Life 

U ntil J:mu:~ry I, l !l·19. the h <':tdquartcrs office a t 10 

East ·lOth StrN:'I. l'\cw York lfi. New York. wilt be 

mJint:tincd fnr the purpose o f g ivinr: in£orm:l tion a nd 

dis tributi ll~ puhlirativ ns. Inquirit·s sho uld be ad · 

drc.: sed to .\Irs. C. II. L. l'r li iHK k, Srrrr tnry. 


