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What the IUFO is. 

i\U o'er tht \\'orlJ the fan1 il \' ha ~ no"' bt:con1c , 

a ~ubjcct of lcgi~lation. Every day it i ~ incrcasJngly 
regarded as an object of study and research tor the 
difTerent branches of science, uch as sociology, 
econon1ics and psychology, as \veil as educational 
theory. E\'cry,vhcre too the family is rc:.:ognisecl 
not only a~ tht: ba ic social unit, but also a~ the 
essential foundation for a \\'ell-balanced de\ elopanent 
of the indiYidual. 

This "rediscovery of the J·a1n ily by ou r contr n1 .. 
Forary \vorld ·· is of prin1ary in1 portancc to all 
nations and to all clas es of socit:t v; he net: it as 

I 

itnpossible for any one country act ing on 1ts O\Vn 

and \Vithout close co-operation \\'ith the others, 
ndequately to n1eet the problt:Ins arisa ng in this 
\'ital field. 

The IUFO is in fact the only international 
organi7..ation whose anission is lo coordinate the 
efforts of thost \vho, throughout the \\'orld, 
concentrate on the living conditions and \\'elfare 
of families. 

In the tenns of its constitution, the airns of the 

IUFO are: 
- to establish a link, regardJe.s~ of race or 

creed, between all private or public organizations 
\vhich throughout the \vorld endeavour to promote 
the \\-clfare of the farnily; 

- to co-operate in the study of farnil y problems, 
undertaken on a national or international plane. 
through its standing commissions and study groups~ 
' - to collect and n1ake kno\\rn general inform .. 
ation on the main problems relating to the fatnily . 
and rnore especially those of a sociological, psycho, 
logical, educational and economic nature; 

- to chan1pion the needs, wishes and rights of 
the family, influencing international organizations 
and public opinion alike. 

It was founded in 1947, following the Wo:-ld 
Family and PoFulation Congress which \vas held 
in Paris in June. Its final constitution was adopted 
at the first General Assembly in Geneva in July 
1948. 

1\s early a~ 19-Ut it \va.s grnnteu con uhativt· 
slatu~ under category B by the Econon1i :: and 
Soria I Council of UJ\1( ) . r n audition rt has been 
recognise<.) for consultau vc , rr"ngemcnts \\'tth 
Ul\rESCO \\'ith the Food 3nd i\.griculturc ()rga­
nizalion of the Llnited f\;ations !FA(),, \Vith 
U_ 'ICEF and \vith the C:ouncil of Europe. lt i 
also registered on the ~pcc ial list of non-govern· 
n1enta1 organizations of the International Labour 
()fficc. 

Organizations making up the Union. 

These nun1ber 220, belonging to torty-t'.-vo 
countries throughout the five continents, ctnt1 
ccn1prising bolh unofficial ~nd official bodies: 

- F~unil y association s and nlO\'Cnlc:nts; 

- Parent-Teacher i\ssociation~~ 

Social and Famdy \ V cl fare ()rganizations · 

\Von1cn 's and folhers ., ()rgan izations ~ 

C:hild \Velfare, and Jyfarriage c; uidancc 
()rg~lnizations; Schools for Parents; 

Social \Vork Councils and t\ssociations of 
Social Worker ·· 

Hcscarch Centres for detnographic social and 
family problems; 
Social Security Offices, rational Health 
Insurance, Fan1ily and Housing a\loV\'ances 
Organizations; 

()rganizations of a cultural ~lntl educational 
nature, as \vcll as Fan1ily lloliday organiz .. 
ations; 

Public Institutes for Population and Fan1ily 
problems; · 

- Ministries and c;overrllnent departn1ent .. 
In short the Union gathers together t\VO broaJ 

categories of organizations: 

a) Voluntary Family Associations and Social and 
Fan1ily Welfare organizations, \vhose tnain aitn is 
to further the welfare of faanily life in n1any '.vays; 

b) Public organizations within the scope of 
\vhich Family problems fall. These official organ i z .. 
ations are most influential 'vith regard to fan1ily 
standards of living because of their influence on 
legislation and their social and educational facilities. 



Hesice these, the Union has corresponding 
members, i.e. persons chosen among specialists in 
the \·arious disciplines connected with family life, 
whether sociological, economic, psychological, edu­
cational, legal, or even those representing institu­
llonal or political points of view. These correspond· 
ing mcmbres may be research workers, professors 
or teachers, or again social workers or welfare 
officials. 

All the member organizations of ther Union 
constitute its General Assembly, which meets every 
iour years. The General Council is the governing 
body of the Union. Elected for a term o( four 
years by the General Assembly, it is composed of 
from I to 5 people per country, of government 
representatives and of "Union Advisers" without 
a right to \·ote. It meets once every year. 

The General Secretariat is the permanent body 
administering the Union's everyday work and 
maintaining its relations with the member organiz­
ations and with international bodies, both public 
and private. 

What the Union baa achieved. 

Technical commiSSIOns and study groups are 
among the main working activities of the Union. 

The former-which are very varied in form­
bring together a limited member of technicians 
from different countries, draw in competent experts, 
carry on research work and as far as possible lay 
tht: foundations for effective action, within the 
scope of their own field, on behalf of family life. 

The Commission on Family Standards of living 
is concerned with the tendency of the standard of 
living to fall with the growing size of the family. 
A closer scrutiny of this concept of standard of 
living has brought the Committee to investigate 
first family incomes, then the increase of the 
theoretical basic needs with the increasing number 
of children, and lastly the need for the alleviation 
given in various countries through such means as 
family allowances and concessions in income-tax, 
education and public transport. 

Tht Commission on Family H ousing is concerned 
with the size and cost of housing proportionally to 

the size of the family. Too often dwellings arc 
planned for "middlesized" families, regardless o[ 
the varied needs resulting from different numbers 
o( children. The Comminee also studies the 
question of the mobility of famiJics in rented 
dwellings, as well as methods of financing schemes 
for fami ly housing. 

The Commission on Parent-Teacher Relations 
was primarily set up with a view to finding means 
of promoting closer co-operation between parents 
and teachers, which seems increasingly necessary. 
To this end, it has established a system of exchang­
ing information and also a link bet\veen organiz­
ations interested in this co-operating work such 
as Associations of Pupils' Parents, and Teacher and 
Parent-Teacher Associations. This particular form 
of co-operation is specially studied in relation to 
school and vocational guidance for children and 
teen-agers. 

The Commission on Marriage Guidance is 
concerned with marriage counselling anJ reconcil­
iation between coup!c.:s, as well as with preparation 
for marriage, in both long-term and immediate 
aspects. Controversial questions and doctrinal 
problems are not shirked but are discussed with 
mutual respect and the desire sympathetically to 
understand the beliefs of others even when they 
cannot be shared. 

STUDY-GROUPS were created in connection 
with the activities of "Family Movements" and 
also to meet sectional needs and problems, e.g. 
"Rural Families", "Family Action among the 
working classes". 

To these should be added the Group on "Family 
and Social Techniques", establishing links between 
Family Movements and the various Social Services 
for families, such as Social Workers Services, 
Mother's Help and Home Help Services and Home 
Economics Education. 

The Commission on European Action deals with 
the representation of families and the upholding 
of family interests in the various European agencies. 

By means of Congresses, conferences, and inter­
national Study Sessions- which are open to all 
members of the Union, as well as to other organiz­
ations or individuals wishing to participate-experts 
from private and public services are brought into 
touch with the users of these Services, that is to 
say the representatives of the families themselves. 



l·he \\'ide range.: of suh]<:Cl co\'ercJ i~ ~uificient 

proof of the \V:1)' in \Vhich the J ntcrn3tional Union 
i - pron"'oting the !)tudy of the various clen1ents· 
cconornic, soCJal ancl p~ycholog1cal-\vhich concern 
th~ \·cry fu tu rc of the family. 

The ICFC) has endeavoured to n1akc an inventory 
o( and bring into contact the organizations interest~ 
eo in exchanges hct\\'een fan1ilic. ' tnore especially 
the F;uTlily Holiday Houses. 

Lastly, it is concerned \Vith studying the 
evolution of fan1ily structurt~ and Social Sen·ices 
for the countries undergoing devclopn1ent c.:speciall y 
in J·\frica. 

Means of Information and publications. 

·rhc JUF<) ai1ns at anaking a\'ailablc to all it 
n1c;mbers and correspondents a general inforn1ation 
scr\· ice~ reports, sun1n1aric~ and publications as 
\\'ell a~ quarter! y revi e\v. 

The InfonTlation Centre receive~ printed litter­
ature fron1 all countries and in all languages. This 
docurnentary n1ntter is stet and all specific inforrn­
ation i · then classified thus facilitating the \vork of 
the Con1n1ittees and Study groups, as \Vell as 
supplying valuable information to organizations 
and persons interested in social and fan1ily 
problen1s. This inforn1ation can be obtained by 
3pplying directly at the Centre, or it can be sent 
on request. 

In the series "Family problen1s throughout the 
\\'orld ", th(! IUF() publishes an outline the n1ain 
studies of its Congresses and Study Sessions, as 
well as the work of its Com1nissions. 

For the last ten years, the JUFO has published 
.. FAMILLES DANS LE MONDE" a quarterly 
journal of information, containing studies on fan1ily 
problems and on developments in various countries~ 
revic"'s, surnrnaries and regular articles about 
legislation affecting the family and about social 
and famliy services, along \vith a detailed biblio­
graphy of the main publications relating to the 
family. 
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