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·During V/orld l'la.r II an American 0 .1. and a Japanese soldier found themselves 
tocethcr ih a shell-hole while a big battle \'las r aging. Their countries were 
at I'IO.r , .and their duty I'IC.S to kill each other . But the Japanese was already 
dying, and the American '.laS badly wounded . &o for a while they just l ay to­
gether in the shell-hol e , glaring suspiciously at one another . 

Then the flmer ican became ar:are the.t the Japanese was str uggling to get some­
thing out of his pocket . The G. I . reached over and helped him , it was a wal­
let . The Japanese opened it and took out e. faded photograph of his 17ife and 
children . The / merican hel ped him to prop it up so that he could look at it . 
Then the American brought out a photograph of his 11ife and children . He shon­
ed it to the Japanese soldier, t1ho smiled appreciatively . Suddenly all the 
barriers betneen these tr1o men - the barrie rs of language, of culture, of nat­
ionnl e nmity - nere swept away . There in the shell-hole together , nith the 
battle raging round them, they realized that their f undamental values, their 
fundament al l oyaltie s , nere not differ ent, but the same . 

I believe t hat the f amily provides t he great unifying foroe that can bring all 
the peopl e of the world together. \lhatever our color, r ace or creed , as me!:l­
bers of families 11e share the same experiences , the same feelinas , the s:lllle 
hopes . Ey 1rife a\1d I have proved this over and over a(..ain in 25 years of rrork­
ing for better family life . During those years 17e have traveled all over the 
rrorld . Altogether ue have no~ "t"isited 46 countries . \'/hen 11e explain that our 
interest is in family life, 11e are al11nys received 11i th r.orCl friendship . ..This 
has happened on all the six continents . We have spent this summer benind the 
Iron Curtain , a~d ~e have had the same experience . 

In our travels 11e have often told people about the Internationnl Union of Fami­
ly Org~nizations . It rras our privilege to be present in 1947 at the Conference 
in Paris out of 17hich, a yeo.r later , the Union developed . lie believe in the 
I . U. F . O. - not because i t is a perfect organization : but because it aims to 
bring toeether, in a sharing fellov1ship , all 11ho work on behalf of the fa.mily . 
It is the only organi zation in the norld that is 11orking for this goal; there­
fore r1e are pledged to support it . fie have natched it gron through the ye:l.rs . 
These meetings in New York represent an i mpor t ant milestone in its progress. 
For the first time , it has been possible to orc;anize an intetnational confer­
ence on the family outside the Continent of hurope . 

In our shrinking 11orld of today, I believe 11e must become international . This 
summer rre drove to Russia in our car. Apart from a 3 day stop in Dusseldorf 
17e passed thr ough different countries at the average r ate of one a day - Bri­
tain, France, Belgium, Holland , Germo.ny , Denmark, Sneden , Finland . .e nere 
camping, and each morning I I'IOke to find people round me speakina a different 
langunge . Each d:;y I paid for sasoline and food in a diffennt coinnr;e , . .nd 
I was traveling by c a.r, r1hich is c. very s lo\'1 method . ;\ pilot Of a jet fighter 
tells me that he has to cover the nhol e 11idth of Holland in order to make a 'turn ~ 

I arn not ar guing for the elimination of our national difforonooo . Ther e is 
richness i n the variety of our cultures . But I run pleading !'or o. llOl' ld per­
:;pcctive , for on international 11 y of thinldng and noting to1111rd one another . 
In our \7o r k for f :llDilies, I believe this nill have three implic , tlons: 

First, !}_ menns freeinP, our selves f rom pre.1udice , \)hen I 11ont on an excursion 
r ound the J{r emli n last month , there 11"s an '_mericc.n tourist ln the s roup . '!'his 
man kept complaining to the Intourist guide because so many things nere differ ­
ent from what he uas c.ccustomed to o.t home . This is the es:1ence of preJudice -
a refuoo.l to aoknm~ledge that ot o~er people can be d i.fferent , and yet be 'ITorthy 
of our friendship and respect , 

!e all meot this problem vhen 11e (iO nbroad. '.'ihen I visited the l.le.rriage Coun­
selinc Center in Lagos, Iligeri u , I was startl ed to find that the African coun­
selors there were r1o1·king with polyeamous marr iae;es I This nt first disturbed 
me, bec ause I don't believe in poly{;MIOUS marriage . How could l!larriage coun­
seling be done in such o. situation? I asked this ques tion . The ans11er r:as 
thnt since polygamy is the custom in Higel"ic , the mt,rr iat;e counselors are 11ork­
int; for stable polygaQous marriat;os ! .hen I thought it over, I realized that 
if I r1ere a t:i ..:erian that rrould be exactly nbat I nould n: nt to do too ! 
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are to have ~ 11orld perspective, 11e must be prep1.red to work nith pc<Tpl, .. 
uho think differen~ly and feel differently , and act diffc:on tly, from oursolv•;u . 

' f · · les Th1. ll summor I ho.ve bo<;n T-his need not involve :my surrender o our pnncl.p • d 1 . 1 tf 1 a.nd ' 
living nith citizens of the Soviet Union. 1 have found them very e 1~1

1 tul 
lovable people . I have made m:my ner1 friends · But that ~oesn ' t m~;n li ~: . 1 t hove accepted Communism, or that they have accepted_my ph1.loeophy 
eeo.ns t hat ne have becor.e friends in spite of our d1fferences . 

Thi s is not only noss ibl e. I t is absolutely neces s ary to a world perap?ctivo . 
If I dis;:.crree tri th your concept of nhat n akes a good f .:mily , I can act 1n tno 
nays. 1 oo.n tell you I t hink you are 11rone, ni thdraw myself from you r and. r e­
f use to communicate 11i th you any fur ther . Or I can try to eotablish the kind 
of relationship m. th you in rthich ue can recognize e ach other's differences • 
but still respect one another . 

Until recently, most people took the first nay . They divided themselves up i nto 
-hundreds and thousands of separcte littl e groups that lived together in their 
orrn 1i ttle corner s, each group believing that it wo.s right nnd that all the 
others uere 11rong - like the proud mother 11ho snn her son • s regiment mo.rchinc 
past and said - "Ly goodness: They ' re all out of step except our John! " 

Today ue can do that no longer . ne must live 17i th our diffe r ences , be l ieving 
that time and expe;.:ience uill prove 11hich of · us is right . In the parable of 
the nhent and the tares the orrner of the field said - " Let them grol7 together 
till the h=vee t. Then ue shall knon nhnt is c;ood and uhat is bad. " So if I 
believe that monognmy is a better form of marriage than polygamy, as I do , I 
mus t be content to unit until my Nigerian friends discover the truth for them­
selves . If I reject them because I don 't agree nith them, I cannot gain a world 
perspective. 

Secondly, ! uorld perspective means being willing to study other family patterns 
t han ~ 2:!!!.• It is possible to go to Russia as a tourist, and to be friendly 
1·1i th Russ i ans , n i thout knoning much about the ~oviet philosophy of life. Up to 
a point , people of different cultures c~~ get al ong t ogether by ienoring the 
differences and pretending that they don ' t exist . 

But this uon't t ake us very f ar . A norld perspedive means not only an accep­
tance ofthe other fellon ' s feelings, but also an honest a ttempt to undorst nnd 
uhy he feel s as he does . -
The human family bas been a very fl exible i nstitution. 
forms . The cust oms of other cultures often seem to us 
nnd beuildering. :~ plea is that ne should study them 

· any judgments . 

It has ap ,,eo.r ed in m:my 
in the .. est to be strange 
carefully before ne make 

Recently my nife and I mate a study of Asian f amily life . We soon found that 
sooe of the Oriental customs that hl\d seemed so odd to us re t:J.l ly had a (;l'eut 
deal to commend t hem . F'or instance, rshen we had a chance to live in A a ian homes 
we realized bon much we are suffering in the Weot today from the lack of the 
emotional securi ty that these large family gr oupings give to their membe r s . An­
other custom about · l'lhich ne had to ch~nge our minds 11ns t he nrrcnged marricnc . 

hen ;-se s ::.u bor. ca.refully r esponsible Eastern f onilies seek sui table ni ves and 
husbands for their sons and daughters , rse began to x·ealize the dangers and dis­
o.dvnnt t c:es of our \'/estern method of per sonal choice based on r omnntic f eeling , 

These are illustrations of our need to be nilling to seek out the re<tl va lues 
in systems other than our orm , end to l ook more or i ticc.lly a. t our orrn f cmily 
institutions as they ap!>ear to others . This conference hao given us an on nor--. 
tuni.ty to look at American , European, :md to some extent at .. sian f amily llfe , 
and to make stimulating compar isona . I hope we shnll go on rsi th t hi s procesa . 
Esped ally I hope that r1e shall c ake further studies of SoVl.et concepta of the 
facily . After our experiences of this sunner , I c ._n assure you thc.t 11e a r e 
mistaken if 11e assume tho.t t he doors are closed . .hile 11e nere in Russia, every 
rec;ues t ve me de uas .:;ranted . 'ile asked about their divorce system . \le were tann 
to divorce courts r-.nd sat for hour s listcnin~; to oases . We asked to see how t he 
peopl e lived, and nere criven the opportunity t o go, nith :m interpr eter , and 
knock on apar tment door s . ~e asked to attend marriage ceremonies, and the youne 
coupl es were so cor<i i a l t hat v1e were embe>.rrassed by their kindness und generosi ty . 

Thir d l y , 
cultures 

a world -for the 
persnective 
achievement 

means ! willinP,ness 
of common r::oc.ls . 

to uor k with people of other 



/ 
- ) -

In t he fi ·:)ld o : =~·c:·i ;:;;-e ~::d t!:l~ : ,- ri.ly ther a ar e some highly controversial 
o uestions , ;:'oo·.lt 7:~ich ::;;1·ong :::nd e \·en be her dis agreement s s ome t i mas a r i s e · 
On s uch issue s ::s bir'th c on;; r o l ~d dj v~rce, f or e xampl e , the me mb ers of this 
Con'fereMe 110uld pr ob- bly find t :1eose lves deepl y divi ded . 

Hm;ever , 11hen r.e gain a uo rld pe~·spective , r.e s o on recognize th::t ~be area s of 
·a-gree ment ar e ouch £;re~ter th~Jl the e.re~s of dis egreernent . Ther e 1.s a va s t 
a moun t of r;orK. t o be done for •he nell be i n& of fcmi l ies , concerni n g l7bich 
t here need be no c ont r ove r s y at e l l . .. s I sec it , t he t h ree grea t t a s ks_befor e 
us are to give f nnilies :.11 o ver t he uo rld e conomi c s e curi t y ; to remove J.gno­
ra.'lce ; and to pr o vi de con..."'UllJ.-;;y services to he l p i n pe1•iods of crisis. Let me 
gi ve you a fer; sinp l e illus <;r a tions . 

My wife a nd I lived f or a oontb in Bombay . On the side11a lk outside our bui l d ­
i n g t here r:c s an Ind i ru1 f :llllily nhich we often observed . It ""'s e c s y e n ough to 
observe t hen . They h ad no hooe e xcept a fe~ square feet of concrete nhi cb t bey 
had s t tilie d out ;:,s their d ooain . Ther e t he o othou· nur sed and cared fo r h e r ner:­
born bab y - hel ,le d by the ot her child.l·e n . ·r ne re t h e f ::t her c ame b ack, a f t e r a 
day lookin(} for r:ork , \'!i th <7b<:teve r he had bee n :!b l e to earn . 

In many l ands famili e s live in des per a te pove r t y , Often , i n those same coun ­
t r i e s , ther e is nlso grea t l lL'Ku r y and ...,ea l th . The I. U.r .o . has tried t o c re.?.te 
a conscience a bout these gr~ss i nequalities . Some o f its member o r ganiz a tion s 
are groups o f f QJ!!ilies oh i cb have b:mde d t hems e l ves to&e t her to rrork an d f i ght 
fo r their elementa r y human rights . I.s l on g .2-s L.milies allyn he r e o.re d e ni e d 
adequate housing , ad equ:>te food, adequ c t e sanitation, this f igh t must go on . 
The s trong must hel p the we ak unti l t he battle has been uon . 

'i/e h a ve another battle ~o figh t against ignorr.J~ce . I n 17est Af rica , f or instance 
meny par ents belie ve tha t t error i s the onl~ means by r:hich a chil d cen b e 
t r ained . Social uor ke r s ha ve t old ne of c hildr e n brouaht to them r:ho have been 
beat en uithout mer cy . Their p arents s :1id - " See l?hat you c c n do wi th t .. i s chil d . 
1 c an ' t mak e him behave." Ignor ance abou t chil d deve l opment is not confined to 
Afri c a . I t is very nide s pr e:>.d . Arld ignorc nce a bout t he me aning of :marr iag e i s 
often as s e r ious ~s ignor ance about parentho od . .. e are making gr eat progres s 
today i n our unde r sta.n.ding of :family r ela tionships . 13ut the s p reading of t hi s 
vital knonledge, thr ough e ffec tive public educat ion, is t aking Jl l a c e f al' too 
slol'll y . 

Ev en if rre cou l d de l iver r.ll t he f:crnilie s of t he norld f r an t b e scour ges of 
poverty and ignorance , they nould s t ill b , ve the i r t J.·oubl es . Fanilies , 1 ike 
indi viduals, pa5s t h r ough p e r iod s of illness a nd s t r ess in wh i ch they need 
s upport, guidanc e and c ounseling. Such se1·vic e s should b e pr ovided. 

11 rtorld p e rspective means t h et c ountrie s vti th we l l-developed co=t_mit y sel' \'i ces 
nould )lel p other count r i e s to d o lllore for the nel f nr e o'f t hei r i't miliBs . I 
ha ve seen this achieved , in the past eight y e a rs , i n the I. U . ~ . O . Commi ssion 
on l 'arriage Gui~ance ~ 'hen we beg~ ou r •::ork , t he r e wer e virtu:u.l.y no !ll:!rri a ge 
oounselJ.ng servJ.ce s l.n F'r~nce , Bel g1um .:md l'llaly . Tod{'.,V , the l:'e c oun t 4•it>s h a ve 
sound and r a pi dly de velopi ng- counse ling conte.rs , se t up mni t1l y by <leni c a ted 
leaders rrho are me obe rs of t he Co•or.i s sio n . Th r ough exchan gE> of ._,~, J.lerieuces 
ahd mutu:tl visits , the s ·ilandards in all ~hE' pnrtioi p~tiug caun 't; r ies Qr e ris i ng 
ste cdily t o the l evel of t hose i n t he ar e ns 11hi oh m.·e n ost :'~vrnced . 

rlon let me concl ude . '.le who \;,or l< f or fnmily r.'e l .i':u:e ous-t. str 1.ve t o b u i l d 
throug)1out the norld ~ c ocnnon front . f!e mu st be r e nd.y to ahnr e our skill s 
·~o . go to eac h ot~er ' s hel p , to be :Jtr ~ \ Hl [( nln ny s t o make our s e r vice s t o ;=­
ibe n mo~e effec;;n·e : lie nee~ ne ve-r ooub t t ho t;!'e~ t i >;lpo.r tnn c c of nhnt roe nr e 
do: ng . - n ~1orln~g rr1th f £\llll l J.es •.:e a re buJ. ldi-u,s <•he funrl run,e tttnl \lnits u oon 
nh1ch t he hfe oz the norld de1' 8-nds . The l.i.fe of the c omrn.uni t y c~n be n- h 1 -
-thie r t h an t he life of the f amill.es that make up t he c or.mun.i ty. 
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5? let u s ret11rn t? our sever~ co.un t t·i es, t o· our seve r al t ask s , 1i, t 11 n e u in­
::a~t , . nen r esolut1.on , ne ·,·; de dic:!t i on . Gr e :!,t iSSt!es er e l n our hn .. nds • . \s au 
ola Ch1uese pr overb puts it," --he re there i s h u.' o ony in t lJ a home ther .; t t · . - 9 

• • e • s c on -
t e n men 11~ . the . coor.tm.n ty , :hen t-he r e is con te1l t!lle!n i n t he c Ol:!:lutli ty the re i s 
peosper~ty J.n t He na tJ.on., 11en t he.re is nr <>s,leritv '" t"~ - -+ , 011 t l .. · . 

• • • ,J ~ .... 1-.:t:: ~ .... 1,; .... , 1e "" e l.S 
P"'ace l.n the r:o1·ld," 
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