


AS THREAT TO

SOCIETY

Adultery Pro

By MAURICE HOBBS
Minneapolis Star Staff Writer

Adultery in many cases is
only an extension of normal
behavior, an Indiana Univer-
sity professor said Friday.

Robert Whitehurst, assist-
ant professor of sociology,
said that many of the influ-
ences which lead a man to
adultery are the same ones
which are valued in other in-
stances.

~ Whitehurst was scheduled
to speak today at a confer-
‘ence of the National Council
|on Family Relations in the
Leamington Hotel. Some 600
family study specialists are
attending the conference,
which began Thursday and
ends today.

As a man grows older, said
Whltehurst in an interview,
his values change, he may
be more attractive to young-
er females, he may have
greater opportunities for
adultery, and there is “a
good chance most men will
end up with an affair.”

|
Ideas Change

The chance is particularl
high, he said, in It)he middle}z
class, middle-age d businessg-
man who realizes he may
never make that first million
dollars, whose marriage may

\ € changing and whose per-

— .

spective on the weorld is

changing.

When it happens, said
Whitehurst, most men show
non-pathological responses—
“They are not sick,” The
adultery is an extension of
normal, achieving, individu-
alistic behavior, he said.

Whitehurst said he is study-
ing the problem so that
sociologists ‘will be able to
take an objective look at it,
to begin tackling the prob-
lem.

“Since it is a threat to the
stability of the family,” he
said, “it is a threat to the
stability of society. It is the
sociologist’'s job to explain
it.”

In a small sampling of bus-
inessmen, said Whitehurst,
he found that most men
thought Kinsey was overes-
timating when he said that
about one-half of American
males would be unfaithful to
their wives during their mar-
ried lives.

Statements Doubted

In his limited sample, he
said, most men said their
colleagues engaged in adul-
tery either seldom or occa-
sionally. One conclusion, said
Whitehurst, is that

they | U

ing the incidence. Anaother
conclusion that could be
drawn, he said, is that “So-
ciety is less threatened than
we had thought.”

But, he said, his prediction
is that the incidence of adul-
tery will increase, as people
have more money and more
free time. |

Also, he said, . although
“this is not a promiscuous
society and morals have nof
broken down, there is a
change of values going on
in our culture which may
make the penalties of adul-
tery less severe.”

Indian American
Unit Plans Meeting

The first meeting of
Mayor’s Indian - Ame
Task- Force will be -
p.m. Thursday in the
reception room in ¢

The purpose
meeting, said G
chairman, w’
members ¢’
together v
of civi]
and ot’

I












