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By Elizabeth Shelton

“1f the streets were cov-
ered over with grass and
trees, the child could roam
and explore thinges on his
own and not be bound by
the definitions of his par
ents.”

This was bearded Rick
Margolies, 26, who has lived
in two Washington com-
munes, explaining his ideas
#bout urban communes f{o
the Natiomal Council on
Family Relations during its
“Beyond an Anti-Family So-

ciety” meeting at the Shera-
ton Park.

The Interdisciplinary
Eroup of experts on the fam-
Iy as a social unit listened
attentively as Margolies told
what comraunal life is like
and advocated communal
neighborhoods as the way o
humanize the structure of
citics,

He envisioned groups of
people with like technlcal
and professional interests
living as family units in a
neighborhood commune but
sharing child care, couversa-
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tion and common dining fa-
cilities.

Margolies made it plain
from the start ¢that he did
not abide by establishmen-
farian  limitations, even
though he no longer lives in
a commune and now works
for the Institute of Paolicy
Studies. He rearranged the
platiorm furnishings {o give
the pudience a full lenpth
view of his way-out but neat
and elean long-haired and
booted appearance.

He is on probation for re.
slsting the adraft, he began,
and cannot leave the city

pt for the

Urban Commune

without a writien permis-
sion slip, "just like when I

‘was in school and had to

bave a permission slip to go
to the bathroom.”

This set the moad for his
explanation of how he and
other young people became
disenchanted with the fam-
ily life they found repres.
sive and authoritarian, He
remembers watching the
simulated suburban house
with dummies of people in
the windows blow up during
a televised atom bomb test,

“1 was about 10 or 11,” he
recalled. This struck him as

50 apocalyptic that he found
“good rugs, polished furni.
ture, gold inlaid furnitare,
jewelry, fine cars"—the
things parents cherisb—"ab-
surd.”

The post-Nuremburg gen-
eration wants to do some-
thing about solving the
problems of living and re-
quires only a place that is
clean and warm and people

with & common interest, he
said.

“Cities have fragmented
our existence and in many
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