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NCFR STATES ··POSIT ION . ON 

Due to gr~wll').g concern' ovi~r .. th~- issue· of 
try$ the NCfit has prepa:req a !!!_.mi<?~ statement 
sial topic. ',lleca\lae of the ~moral and· polit 
thi.s growi.n.e;.·.ph.enomenon~ both tl]:t,thin the 
organhat:i;Qn.~ a minority r,~port t,Jas also 
po~iti.op_ ~va$ ··supported ·by '10%, of the me~ber~hip, wn:;t;e,'·~jtJ<; 
senting •viet., ·-vms held by 26%:> toJi th 4% approving 
It :is hoped that such stEttements of professional 
encourage in'C"reased public~ &~lareness of the 
cessity for -~hange ·in tf1~ legal and medical aspects 
blem. · · · · · · 

Mid OR POSITION .;. 

The NCFR is \T.itall:{. aon~erned with individual and 
health. Gro·v{ing out;: of d:d.s concern is increasing 
the nymber o.;f um.tarit~d-'pregh.ancies t·lhich are 
country, and ··the multitude 'of problems these pregnane 
creating for "individuals. and families in Americao 

First~ unwari·t.ed pregnanc:i~s restrict the right of couples tc) 
postpone par·enthood 9 to ·~Space· their children or to limit tl1e ·size 
of their fam.ily. · "'· · ' •· 

.·.+ 

Sec:ond 9 un~ranted. pregn<::~nc'ies push many couples into marriage and 
parenthood befote they are·~repared for or desirous of either~ 

' . 

····:: 

Third, ummn'l,:ed pregnancies often create further problems in the 
relationship between the parents and the childo .· 
Fou:r.th, unwanted children add greatly to the gr:owing problem of 
over-population. 

'::.·· 

Fif-th, unwanted pregnancies cause· needless suffering· and· death 
for many women, especially the poor, because tqey feel forced to 
seek abortions from medically untrained personso 

.·..-·. 
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te NCFR, while theY are equally cone~¥~&~J~Le neg· 
.co•p,§:~.qEtJEmces. of unwanted preg:Q.anei(;ls and equa:tf¥ qo~i#ted. to edu~ 

formation which is calcula.ted to help J?~~~t~)l!J~l<'e wiser uses 
contraception~ nevertheless cannot. subscrt·J?~:.~q,tl1e policy of 

the repeal of all laws prohibiting aborti()£1<>,;;~f;:)!::aH object for 
reasons~ but most could Stllbscribe to one or·;mo:iz~ ·of the follow= '' 

_·-;::-:: <:· :·:-:~_ .. --· .. -:-. 

1) They place a high premium o~ life, the li~~~";;~#·the fetus as 
well' as the life of the mother. The ,effect of uncontrolled social ap= · 
proval of the right of private indt'\Tiduals .to end'tf:!~allife is to under= 
mine this fundamen~al social and religious valuei 

. . - . . . -~ 

. -- ··--,__:_ ,:-. . -._:::;· .. -,-.. -

2) They recognize the respol(lsibO.ity of e.v~!'~~pdety to regulate 
the sexual and reproductive behavior of its mep:tl;)e'J:'s.for the common good. 
They believe tha.t. the best soci(il policies atei.tlJO;~e which balance in= 
dividual welfare against the· WE~l.fare of the genE~J:'al community. If, in 
the pastv abor~llon laws have been subversive oft,he welfare of individuals, 
it would be better policy to refo!'mulate the:law$ rather than revoke them, 
abnegating social responsibil:i.t:Y- in th{s vital atea. 

3) They have observed that -naf'ions toJhich have adopted unrestricted 
abortion as a policy have often.found themselves with as many new problems 
~s they had hoped to solve. A number of Ea~l::E:lrl'l European nations~ includ= 
ing Hungary and the Soviet Unio~ are considering a reversal of their lib­
eral abortion policies beeause the ratio of abortion to live births has 
risen so precipitously. 
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