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'overnpopulatlonn

. for many women, especially the poor, because they feel forced to
seek abortions from medlcally untralned persons°
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NCFR STATES POSITION ON ABO Ti

Dué to growing conceh
try, the N '
sial topic

'ovéV'the'iSSué of abor
as. prepared a major statement on
ecause of the moral and political
this growing 'henomenon, both within the country
organiza_,- S minoxity report was. also prepared
position was ‘supported by 70%5of the mcmbershlp,
sentlng view 'was held by 26%, with 4% approving n
It is*hoped that such’ statements of professional o
encourage increased publtc awareness of  the feasib
cessity for change in the 1ega1 and med1ca1 aqpects
blemn : —

i T

.MAJOR POSETION

The NCER is vitally comcerned with 1nd1v1dual and fam
health., Growing out’ of thls .concern is increasing anx
the number of unwanted pregnanc1es which are occurring:
country, and the multifude of problems these pregnancies a
creatlng for 1ndiv1duals dnd famllles in America,

First, unwanted pre nanclés‘restrlct the right of couples

postpone parenthood, to” space their chlldren or to llmlt’tl
of thelx familyoij

Sedond unwanted pregnanCLes push many couples into marrlage'
parenthood before they are’ prepared for or deSLrous of elther

Thlrd unwanted pregnancles ‘often c1eate further problems in the
relatlonshlp between the parents and the child.

Fourth unwanted children add greatly to the growing problem of

Fifth, unwanted pregnancmes‘cause needless sufferlng and' death

QUARTERLIES JOURNRL OF MARRIAGE AND THE FAM!LV
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roblems created by unwa
Ncreased attention be g
ontraceptive education:

Because

gports famlly plannlng educa
so strongly endorses the repea
abortion in this country, I
e the legal right of all women a
‘a woman and her physic:ano

‘wiser uses .
& policy of
11 object for
“ the follow= ¢

¢ontraceptions nevertheieéS{xénnot subscr
1g the repeal of all laws prohibiting abortio
ame reasons, but most could: subs' 1be to one:

'Iife, the
;ffect of un

1) They place a high premium

_ hé fetus as
well as the life of the rr_lother° T >

ed social ap~
life is to under=

ciety to regulate

for the common good,
“which balance in-
‘community. If, in
-welfare of individuals,
rather than revoke them,

3) They have observed that nations whlch'have adopted unrestricted
abortion as a policy have often. found themselves with as many new problems
gs they had hoped to solve. ' A numbetr of Fastern European mations, includ-
ing Hungary and the Soviet Union are considering a reversal of their lib-
eral abortion policies beeause the ratio of abortlon to live blrths has
risen so precipitously. :




