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RUTH H. JEWSON. EXI'lCUTIVE OFFICI'lR 

TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 

FROM: David H. Olson, Ph.D., Chairman 
E. James Lieberman, M.D., Co-Ch<?ir;:.&L 
Family Action Committee of NCFR 

REGARDING: Affirmative Action Regarding Equal 
Rights Amendment 

~he Family Action Committee (FAC) is pleaseq to announce 
that the Equal Rights Amendment was just passed by the 

\United States Senate (March 22, 1972) and has been sent 
to\the States for ratification. 

I:; 

';lfi8i ;fhef·Eirst f:r.rti~<:i.n.·<fh~ hls'tory· of NCFR,a p<>sition 
h;i~i$ l?.eet1,···.ta\<eu:01.1··~• ~$.t1.6naL .. ··~s~Me•·••qf ~E;!J.ev.s~n~e···.to·.l)ll 
fJ~fu~t1 .. fl~cl f9J!l:f.;li~~ apd·.~h,~.$ .. ,l;nfq:Ctl}~~cipnh.as been pro­
'i'ided to Congressmen before voting' on the i.ssue. 

In support of the Equal Rights Amendment, the Family 
Action Committee of NCFR prepared a letter VIhich informed 
the Senators of our concern regarding this. Amendment and 
urged them to vote for the Amendment. The letter also 
contained supportive documents regarding the Amendment. 

The initiative for this act ion t\laS proposed by Jessie 
Bernard, and a core group comp0sed of Jessie Bernard, 
Robert.Ryder, James Lieberman and mvselfprepared the 
materials. 

l\lhile this action is a first for NCFR, it is hoped that 
it will represent only a beginning in the organization's 
continuing efforts to speak in an affirmativ-e way for 
legislation rel4ted to the improvement of inclividu<'tl and 
family life in this country. 

QUARTERLIES JOURNAL OF MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY 
CARLFRED J3, BFIODERICK, EDITOR 

THE FAMILY COORDINATOR: JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, COUNSELING, AND SERVICES 
WILI-.!AM C, NICHOL$, JR., EDITOR . . 
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RUTH H. JEWSON, EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Hon •. Tames B. Allen 
u.s. Senate 

Dear Senator Allen: 

March 17, 197.2 

The National Council on Family R.elat.i.ons (NCFR) is a 
national organization composed of nearly 5000 
interdisciplinary professionals whose major interest is 
the family in the United States. On behalf of the Family 
Action Committee of the NCFR ·v;~e urge . support .for the 
Equal Rights Amendment now being considered bv the u.s. 
Senate. In support of this Amendment vre point out that: 

1. The 1\,mendment guarantees full rights of citizenship 
to the over half of the population \-1ho are \<JOmen & 

2. It is invalid to argue that such an Amendment 1vould 
deprive women of the rights of alimony, since at prP.sent 
such rights are rarely enforced even Nhen granted, and in 
fact usually prove to be unenforceable. 

AFFILIATEccouNciLs 3·.. It is not true that such an l\mendment r • .,rould 
RONALD."PITZE.R 

BoARDOFPUBLICATIONs nec~ssar.i.ly result in -v1omen being drafted into the armed 
WILLIAM F. KENKEOL 

FAMILYAcTioN forces, to the detriment of the family. At present, men 
~AVID oLsoN AND E. JAMEs t.IEOBERMA~vho are the sole support of families mav claim exemption. 
I•AMILY LIFE EDUCATION • ... • -

BLAINEPDRTE!RANDNEPGAYLIN Siplilarly, persons needed for the care of: their children 
IMPLEMENTATION OF LONG RANGE 
PLANs can be granted exemption. 
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4. The argument that the 1\mendment uould deprive ~·mmen 
of the protection of labor lat"'s is invalid, - since the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 has had the effect of nullifying 
their impact. In any event, exceptions have alt'lays been 
:'lAde in such industries as canning, domestic service, , 
etc. 

For all these reasons, 
Riqhts Amendment and urge 
nuilify:j.ng changes. 

Respectfully you.rs, 

we stronglv support the Equal 
that :i.t be passed \..vitho\:tt 

E. JAMES LiEBERMAN 
Gl!:RHARO NEUBECK 
HERBERT A. OTTO 
BEATRICE PAOLUCCI 

David II'! Ol.son, Ph.D. 
Chairman 

E ... Ta"M.es Lieberman, !•1. 
co-Chairman 
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