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Ft.JTU'RI AMntCAN FAMILIES 
By Paul c. Glick, Senior De.ographer 
u.s. Bureau of the Cenaua* 

A reaaonable expectation ia that changea in 
jgerican f .. ily life, in ita diverae for.a, 
will be alower during the next two decadea 
than during the laat tvo decadea. Three 
demographic development• are among the fac­
tor• that underlie thia expectation. 

Firat, the decline in the u.s. birth rata 
fro. the peak it reached two decadea ago haa 
provided much of the moaentum for a variety 
of other changea, and thil decline haa gone 
about •• far •• it can go. Moat demograph• 
era do not expect the birth rate to rlae very 
lignificantly in the next decade or two, even 
if a majority of the women who have been 
poatponing marriage and childbearing ahould 
decide to have one or two children before 
they paaa through their late tventiea or 
early thirtiea. The increaaing popularity 
of ateriliaation •• a method of family li­
•itation will prevent a growing propor-
tion of adult• vbo h~v• all the children 
they want fro. contributing to another baby 
boOII. 

Second, the great ..ount of increaae in achool 
and college enrollment in the United Statea 
during the laat tvo decade• haa influenced 
other chan•••• but ia unlikely to be repeated 
aaain in the next couple of decadea. The pro­
portion of young people who graduate from 
hiah achool haa been on a plateau of about 
85 percent durins the 1970'•• The number of 
.. n enrolled in college actually declined be­
tween 1977 and 1978, and the number of volMn 
enrolled in collage haa almoat reached the 
correapondifl8 level for .. n. Theil develop­
.enta could be a harbinser of an approaching 
and to the tncraaaa in college enrollment. 

'nlird, the proportion of U.s. vo.en in the 
labor force haa increaaed dramatically from 
38 percent in 1960 to 50 percent in 1978, but 
the projected rata f~ 1995 -- 57 percent •• 
iapliea a alover pace of increaae durtn& tht , 

-raul Click waa Praaident of the National 
Council on Fa•ily &elationa fro. 1978-1979. 
The vi .. a axpreaaed herein do not neceaaarily 
reflect the vi.-. of eny of the coro OTJ•n· 
i•ationa. 
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next 17 yeara. Such a alackaning in the 
rata of increaaa in the labor force par­
ticipation rate ahould not be aurpriaing 
in view of the anticipated lack of atim­
ulation from a further decline in the 
birth rate and in view of the anticipated 
reduction in the rata of increaaa in ed­
ucational attainment of youna adulta. 

The expected alowdovn in theae three aa­
pecta of population change ••em likely to 
be aaaociated with a correaponding alow­
dovn of future chan~•• in pattern• of 
fully Ufa. 

CONTINUING POSTPONFJ«N'l' OP MARR!ACI 

Por aeveral reaaona, youns adult• in the 
United State• have been increaainsly 
poatponing entrance into marriage. WO..n 
who did marry vera about a ~ar older 
at firat marriage in 1977 than a decade 
earlier, according to a recent analyaia 
(median of 21.0 yearl in 1977 veraua 
19.9 year1 in 1967). Wo.en who did not 
marry accounted for one-third .ora of the 
vo.en 20 to 24 yeara of age in 1978 
than in 1968 (48 percent veraua 36 per­
cent); during thia period the rata of ift­
creaae in the proportion never .. rrted 
vaa even greater among thole 25 to 29 
yeara of age (18 percent in 1978 verau1 
10 percent in 1968, or an increaaa of 
four-fifth•). 

One of the tansible factor• that helpa 
to explain the increaaing delay of .. r­
riage il the ~rriage aqueeae.• Durin& 
recent yeara the nu.ber of ~n in the 
United Statal who were in the age range 
when .oat of their firat .. rriagea occur 
(18 to 24 yaara) haa bean up to 11 par­
cent hiaher than the nu•ber of .. n in the 
as• ran~• vhan .oat of their .. rrtas•• 
occur (20 to 26 yeara). Thia i•balanca 
or equeeaa ia a conaequanca of pa1t flue• 
tuatlona tn the birth rata. For axa.pla, 
.. ny wo.en born tn 1957 at the peak of 
the baby boo8, vera ready to .. rry at t~a 
•A• of 21; but the pool of .. n 3 year• 
older •• the .. n .oet likely to include 
a proepacthe huaband for th- -- were 
born in 1954 vben the birth rata vaa 
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uauhat 1~. Ot'her facecw. related to tbla del.., of 
-.n-l.qe l.aclalle 0.. lac:re&ee la tile ..,loywnt of­
aDd tile eo~tarrreat 1~ .. la the dlfflculty of ,... .. 
edulu boT1l darlq tM.• Mb1 Mo& to M edeorbM late tile 
la~ r.r-. Plllally, .we JOVDI -pl .. an lh1.q c..­
a•t.hn -utde -rrtqe. 

n-o t-au ,._.. adu 1 u poe t"pOee -rrua•, the ~ ll\.e ly 
thr, are to ~la •-rrt.ed ~!Jhout llfe. a.oce, ia­
etaed of all blat 4 er S .-rent of od.ulu ~ -I'TYllll •• 
11u thoae - about SO yean otd - aloaer to I er t ,.,._ 
-t of adu1u .,., le that.r twe-11tl .. _,. er,erl..c:e a llfo­
t~ of al.ftal~. ~t 1..,.1 ... hat nee~ at tbe .nd 
of the depra .. t.oG .-rl.od of the UlO'a. 

~ tbe •111·1980'•, the ll~tt- of die -rrlqa •-•• 
will be,. rnened. At that t~, then will be -n 
youq- thaD 108ft~- ta the aa• raqa wbea -•t ,..,1. etlteT U.l.r flrat or -1y -rruae. 'nil• 4e,.top­
-t wt 11 be a ~~..- of tbe 4ec1t.alt~~ blrth rata *'r­
l.Da the 1960'•· Toaaa- t.ont to 1960 •Ul u.. a nl· 
att,.ly ... n pool of aliatbla aan-taae part-n tn. .._ 
to-rr,. a- bo'na 1D 196J. Abo, dortna the t.ta 1980'• 
and 1990'• ,_._ edulu abouliA be .we eully abeorM4 lDto 
~ labor -11tet ~·e the -~ lD-1..11 will be 4o­
clt.al.fta bJ that t~. '!baao clra.ae.ocea at.o.l4 lDcr .. eo 
the propoT t toe of JerOOftll Wbo -I'TY and wbo 4o ao at a n l• 
att-ly )"'UQ& qe, eapoct.ally tf •-•tic and lDtenatloo­
al coedt.tt.oaa are ralatt,.ly atablo. 

Maay of the loQ~t~ u.ada tD 4-ar61'ht.c yarlablea that 
an aaod to atucty the f-lly Ufo apao bne M.a prt.-rtly 
affoctM by clowaward treDda l.JI the birth and d .. tb rat•• . 
bce?t for tbe belry boo. aftn- World War II, tbe u.s. blrtta 
rate baa followed a aeoerally downward cllroctloo for .. 11 
o.-T a buDIIred yeera aatll the pnaeat t~. 'naa a..raae 
f-lly ~t ••• fo~ durt.aa the early yeen of the 20th 
cefttary 1Dclude4 fo.r chtlclroo, wt.ereaa, the ...raae f-lly 
f~ durt.na tho 1930'a included three chlldrwo. r-llt.ea 
tor-I cturtna tho f-Ut.atle n-a of tha 19SO'a had o- ad• 
dt.tt.OQ01 chlld, but thoao fon~lna ot tbe pre ... ot tt.o ex• 
,.et to u.. -1y two chlldno, - tho a..raae. 

lbo yoaq f-tly of two chlldree DOW otaodo ta oharp -
ttaat with thotr areat•JTaodpanat•. f-Uy of four cbt.ld• 
r-. Other thtna• Mlol .. uat. oao -.ld Ollpoet that the 
father aftd -thor of today c:att .,.Dd -re t~ wttb .. cb 
of their cblldrea ncl with each other a,.art fro. tbet.r 
cbtldra. 'lbo ,.rs.od of c:hUdbeartq baa Me1l abort--
ed by about 3 ,...n: and the ,.rtod after tbe cbUdr­
lu- t.o.e haa Me1l hcnue4 by ll yean (fro. 2 yoaro 
to 13 yoaro), tarsoly aa a C:OUM~Uetleo of tho •~•t 
ta aarri•al ratoo ~ edulta. 'naenfon, 1'0UDI cooploa 
tod.., wbo I'OIMS.D -ntod cao expect to Uve u a "cbUd· 
tr .. • two•- for about 14 yean loaaer thea thotr eldon, 
with 110t1t of tbo tacreaoo coalna ta •tdcllo as• aDd later. 

nao ctecr- of aatt.ofacttoa tbooa later yoaro hrtq d.,.Dda 
oa ..ay t.aoatblo ODd tataDaible faeton coacontna bow 
wll tbe two relate to ucb othn- u aartt.al partnaro who 
an • loqor pareat.a of srorilll chUdra. 

SI.OIDOW al TR1 RISI Ill 1'!! DIVOICI IATI 

tbo l.oactt.. .. ,.,ar~ a-d tD 4t't'OI'Ce Mc:aM - wphi'JO bo­
W.etl 196S aDII 1975, wbeD ~ V.I. di-..rce rato Jet 1.000 
.anted - ••rly ·~blod, fl'OII 10.6 per 1,000 1D 1965 
to 20.3 ta 1975. That decade lDclodod a war period, a tt.a 
of c:ouidorabla ._.otic nolaece, aDII aa era wbetl __,. 
troditl.oaal Mba.ter pattona nlatt.o to tba atatuo of -wen uderaolaa chuaoJ tbeoo dwla•• are ia oddt• 
tt.oe to tba otber cypoa of oocl.al chap -uiODOCI at tbo 
oataot of tbl.a ,.,.r. 
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lut llllCe l97S, the dlYOTce rate ua rlaaa ..acb &orO 

elGwly th&a "'- 1970 to 197S. ly 1978, the -bar of dl· 
vorcaa ,.r 1.000 .. rrtod - ••• aboot 22.0, or leeo thea 
10 ,_rc.o'at above the l.,.l of 20.3 ,.r 1,000 that wu re­
corded 3 yean ea:rlln- 1ft 197S. fttal etatlltlca for Uaa 
ftnt 4 -•the of 1979 hdleato a ... u furthn- laer .... 
la tM rate. Tho dlY~~Weoo ta a at"" y .. r, tto.evn-, occur 
to couple• wbo .. rrled .,rlna a wtda raDII of .. rller year•. 
Oae-balf of tbe dlvoreoa eftar ftnt -rrl•a• occur wlthlD 
7 yoara after U. -rrhae, and - ··half ef thoao attn- ro­
~laa• oceu.r wlthla 3 yean after the r ... rrtaao. naa 
-t recut data ah- a teodency uward a olt&btly lOtJCar 
,.rlod betweeo .. rrlaae and divorce. MDr-r, aoro of 
the .. rrtaa•• durlac re-at yura aaa .. ben r ... rrl•a••· 
and -n ef the 4lv.reoo ha,. ...__ redlvoreoa. 

nsue n~elt.a reflect, -aa ether thlqa, a •1-ly IT­
tna pool of nuntly .. rrt.ed ,.ana ochalu, aact tho10 octdu 
are pr~ caodldataa for dl.oreoJ tho older people aro Whee 
they -rry. the older they wlll M wbea they beco.e dlvor• 
ced. lhe elacltaatna of the rlae to dhoreo could alae re­
flect to aoae eateat. tba arowlaa practtco eaoaa youaa a­
dulta of llrlna toaother lDfo~lly without bec-tna -~ 
rtad; a.,.ratlo~ that occur ~I anaarrtod couploo oro 
DOt ~"'1"'••nted S.a the 4lvoreo rate. a- -rrs.aao and 
f•lly tharapleu have reported ~t tho lllenaoo -Ill 
thltr cllootl hal beeo ar••t••t eaona pareooo S.a •lddlo 
•a•, whoreae tba aoat rapid rate of tocr•••• la tho dl• 
vor- rate hae beetl -~~~ ,.reooa 2S to 39 yoaro ef aao. 
P•r•ona ta •tdd1e aao are aoat llkoly to be ouffictoatly 
aff1ueat te afforl aarltal otreaa couoaoltna aod aro aloo 
... t llkaly to have co.plez property oottl ... ato to con­
alder tf a divorce ta ~tna. 

A frequeatly reported blpreaat.oo to that -r• chlldreo ef 
clt.voreod paroau aro placed lD tho cuatody of tba father. 
.U a -tter of fact, &ft'O thaD throe tt..oo aa -oy chUdr­
ta 1978 thea l.JI 1960 lived with a dtvorcod father, but tba 
.... rate of tacr•••• baa ocounocl -~~~ chtldra Uvtq 
wlt!a a c11-re.d -tkor. Cooa~ueotly, a fairly ceoat.aot 
oae-tnth of all chlldreo Uvtna wttb a dt.orcod paroDt 
are ltvtns wlth thet.r father, but tbia proportion _,. .ovo 
upward clurlna co.t.oa 41oeocloo lf eurront ehaoaeo in the 
roloo of father• aad -there abould coatiauo. 

n.rtna the aozt decade or two, 11onloa uoforeoooD devol• 
epaaota, the odda , ... to faYOr aoao coott.ouattoo of tbo 
current al- riao tn tbo dt.-ree rate, with the trend 
~kao ,.rlodtcally b1 a year or .. ra of otablllty or do­
eliDe. lhlo appralaal to ba•od eo aaay of tho rocoot aDd 
projected chaac~• la d-ar•phtc, ooctal, aDII •~lc 
cooditt.o~ that ha'fO beoo clt.acuaaod above. Jut d-.JTaph• 
ora b.a,. leaned that tbetr projeettona an oubjoct to 
error aDd ahould therefore be rovhod at rather abort i~a­
torvala 1D ordn- to tako account of cbaaclna tt..a. 

.U looa •• tho -.nt of oeparattoo, divorce. aDd pro-

.. rltal cbl1dblartna koopo oo rtotna. tbo au.ber aDd 
proportietl of ou-pannt houooboldo aay 11o o:1:p0ctod to 
coatt.aue wovlna u,.,ard. Jut auc:Ja bouoaboldo probably ac­
couot for a .ucb aaallor ••a-nt of tho populatl.- at a 
atven potat tn tt.- than one •l&ht roalbo. 'l'bo ttnpo~a­
dn-at aajorlty ef ,..,1. otlll ltve ill bouaobOlda that 
are aal1lta1Ded by a oucloar f .. Uy. Spoclft-lly. ctoaa 
to 7 of every 8 paroooo in tho aoutootituttoaal populattoo 
of tlao !halted Statoo lD 1978 "" ... bera of ouclear f­
Uy bou10bolda. 

o 76 percetlt were ta .. rrlod•couplo houooholdo; aad 
o .!Q poreoot "" to ooo-pannt houaoholdo; thaa, 
o 86 percent wro iD aucloar f .. tly bouaobo14a. 

o 8 ,.rcoot •oro ltvtna alooo aa ene-,.roon bouaaboldo; 
• 1 ,.rcont wro ill houooboldo of u-.rrte4 couploaJ -o 5 percent "" in ~•rtoua otbor lt~taa arrauae--ato. 
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P.raona livins in one-~areot houlehold• repra•eot a rel­
a tively ... 11 proportion of the population, partly becaa1e 
their hou1aholda include only one parent inatead of the 
traditional ~. and becau1a only 54 percent of all f .. i-
11•• have any Mown" children under 18 year• of •s• in tba 
hou1abold; .oat of the re•t for.arly had children in tba 
hou•• or will do eo •o.ati .. in the future. A• a .. ttar 
af fact, 19 percent of the 63 •illion noninltitatiooal 
children ln 1978 ware living witb only one parent, 

• 78 percent of all children uDder 18 lived with two 
parenta ; 

• 19 percent li~ with one parent; aod 
• 3 percent lived with neither parent, but u1ually 

witb relative• . 

Jut ao.a of the 78 percent o f children ander 18 in a b ... 
with two parent• .. ra livina with one natural parent and 
one atapparant, or ware born to their current parent• after 
one or both had r-rried, 

• 63 percent li.ad with botb natural parent• in their 
firtt .. rrhga; 

• S percent lived with both natural ~•rent• but one 
or both had re.arri.d; thu•, 

o 68 percent lived with both of their natural parent• . 
o 10 percent lived with one natural parent and a ltap­

~arent. (Tbi• include• ao.e adopted children, not 
leparataly identified.) 

!be 19 percent of children who lived in one-parent familiae 
tn 1978 ware very unevenly diatributed according to tha 
•~ ... rital ltataa, and race of the parent with whom they 
lived. They alao r~reaent a daubling of the correepond­
iQS proportion &a 1960 (u~ froa 9 ~arcant to 19 percent). 
About 17 percent of all children under 18 vera living with 
their 80ther only and 2 percent with their f ather only. 
Two-third• of the children living with one parent liv~ 
with a divorced or eaparated parent; the other• lived with 
a widowed or aevar-.. rried parent. nta total nWibeT of 
children under 18 wa• aboat the , ... (63 aillton) tn 1•18 
aa in 1960 (64 •illion), but in the •eanti~. tha nWiber 
livina witb a 1aparatad parent doubled, the number livin~ 
with a divorced parent tripled, and tha number livin~ with 
a naver-.. rried parent become aevan tt-• •• ht~h. ~nina 
the , ... period, the nu.ber living with ~ parent• declin­
.d by 10 percent, and the -bar living with a wtdow.d par­
ant declined 20 percent. 

On balance, thara .. ra ltill clo•• to 4 of avery 5 young 
children in 1978 livina wttb two parent• and .oat of the 
raa t vera livioa with ooa parent. Jut the picture i• 
vary different berw .. n Whit•• and Black• . Fully three 
ti .. • •• large a proportion of Black children •• White 
children ware ltvios with only ana parent (44 percent v•. 
14 percent) . Ivan though 1••• than 1 of every 6 children 
under 18 ware llack, oa.-third of tho•• ltvloa wtth a 
aeparated or divorced parent .. ro llack. 

Living with two relativel y haraontoua paraatl ie prob­
ably the ~tt.ua lituattoo for .oat chlldr .. , but caneul 
data do aot provide a .. aeura of thil dt .. netoo of r .. tly 
life. Available fi~r•• cto •how a •hat"? dac lln• tn the 
proportion of oao-paroat children ltvtna wt th a poorl y 
educated aotber and a ~l ... otary i~r•a•• ta the pro­
partioo 1tvina with a .. 11 educated aothar. la fact, tba 
uu.ber of chtldr.a la one-parent f .. tltal who•• aother ••• 
a eolleaa araduate lloubled barw..o 1'70 and 197!1 , Aod 
yet, aearly oaa-balf of the cbildraa ta o .... pareat t .. t. 
lial live with a porent who ~a DOt areduated f~ htab 
• ct.ol, •• ~red rith oaly -fou1'th of tboaa tn two-­
poraat t .. tlt••· 

MD•t of tbo chilclree Wbo lt'N with •• panat are ta a 
parted af tTanatttoa Mrwe.D two acacc•••i,. ~po~t 
f..t Haa . ly 1440, probeblv -re thaa -.-half of all 
chtlcfraa will M'N apant - af the tt .. before t.._y 
reach 18 ,_. of •a• ta a _,..._t f .. ily o1' llouaa-
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hold. Young aothar• Who are •ufficieotly iodapendeat 
aconoaically to live at leaat for a while in an uo-
.. rriad atata .. y be arpected to go oo increaaiog to 
auaber•, but probably at a •l~r race of iacrea•• than 
in recent year•. The , ... can al•o be laid of ua.arrt.ct 
fatharl. The valoe placed on the prolpoct of entering a 
aora latiefyins .. rriage -- or of enjoying tha fraedoa 
a11ociated with living alone for ao indefinite period -­
auat .. ke the diecomfort• that tnevitabl~ so alons with 
divorce worthwhile for at laalt oae of the divorcina 
partner• and u1ually for both . 

CP!ANGRS IN L 1 VIPfG ARRA !«: ~ OP' UNKA.RR !ltD Atm. TS 

A• .ora of the youna lingle• poltpone .. rriaga, and aa 
.ora .. rriad pereon1 beco.e ·~•rated or divoorc.d , aore 
~ adult• are livtos alone . Typically, the oaaarrtad 
.other .. tntaina a heuaahold for ber1elf aod bar cbtldren 
while the ua.arrted f•ther occupial a ·~•ra te ~•e or 
aparo.ant by hi .. elf. Iocr•••tna nu•bar• of childlaae 
yoe~n~ ~ lllt-ha Uve alone, but a tubltaotta1 .. jorlty 
o f the tncrea•• to lone living during recant year1 h•• 
bean emons ~n and eaon3 poriODI •ndar )5 yearl of ase. 
Much of the~craale would oot have occurred if the age­
•peciftc ftr•t .. rriage and r..arrats• rate• bad not been 
llacltnins. 

Youn3 adult• livins tnforaally aa •a.arrled couple• of 
oppoalte 1.s are ltill a nu.erica11y ... u fT~ but •re 
incraaaing at a very rapid rate . Since 1970, the eu.ber 
ha• aora than doubled, rte iog froa 5}0 , 000 c~pl~• to 
1970 to 1,137,000 in 1978; er trow 1.1 •tllioo ec~lta in 
1970 to 2.3 •1111on adult• in 1978; tba aua~r ~9 
percent ba~an 1977 and 1978. About cwo-th irde e f tb••• 
couple• lived in the houea af the .. o and aaa-t~trd to tba 
boule of the wu..n. Three-forth• of the couplae .. r• 
under 45 year• of •11•. but ana- tenth iQC lllded a .an er wo­
.. n who le 65 year• old or older. Cle•• ~ 4 percent of 
all un.arr ted adulta and 8 percent of all 4111-rced -• 
under 35 .. ra partner• t o a n u~rrted couple ltf•••: la. 
Abou t 5 percent of all ooe-paraot boueahold•, •• deft~ 
in cenaue roporu, includ.d an u.-rrt.d couple, boa c u 
fact .... of th••• boulaholdt actuallv tnclad~ t he ~ 
unaarried parent• of tba childrwo wba· .. r• ta-1~. 
Aaona u~rrt.d couplet uDder 25 year• of a.a•. t~ .. 0 aDd 
wu..o .. ra -r• likely ~ ~lave had coll .. • ..a..cat toa thaa 
tbair .. rried counterpart•. 

'nla futlara tread io the p~tioa o f .._..,. co.~p\ .. wbo 

11,.. together befaro .. rrtaae •- Hkah -: to •1-
llown contrary to tho arpoacted treed et .. u .. -;c!\fl" f-llY­
ralatad patteroa. Ia lq~&. Z.l parcout of a ll ~ouple 
houeeholde• conalatad ef •-rrted ~pl•• nth or with· 
oat chtldr- preaaat. -.. c ._ edJttto.wal ,.,...,..ntea of 
rouna an.arrted adult• will adopt th\1 ltfe•tvl• fOT at 
laaat a parted et a f - -cha, aed -twr addttto .. l 
propertioll at t~• - .. rrtad wU 1 do M later aa wt.eca 
they bee ... aaper a ted er 4t-r-eed. Ia ,...._, 15 peccant 
ot th• oouplaa o..rreut l~ hvlna c.,_atlwr are -t .. rrlad 
ta ••ch other . Whatbor the lltatl- p~ttlon ef .,...,Ill 
adutll ta the U.l. Wba wtll aYar 11,. ta .... rrio4 aoto .. 
wtll r oach 1~ parceet ta . af cour•• . ankaorD, \ut the 
treDd ta l• t.bat 4iractt-• ...a - JTi•ata r••-rcla 
eua~••t• that tt ... actually e~-.4 that laYal. ~· vae t 
.. 1•rtty a f ttl••• pereoM , ._.....,.. r, will a'Ntl~ally 
,_.rry and aattla llow.,• 

D.eptte the doaoaatrabla delay af .. rrtaaa. tba 4oclfoa ta 
t .. uy ataa, the apt\ara tndt .. rca . aDd the tDCraa•ia, •H­
'Nret[T of lirint arrana-•te , the O'N~1•ln& .. 1.rtt1 
of ... rte.a ,..,1• a ttll liYa tn auc1aar t .. ily houlebolda . 
n.. del.,. h .. rrta_. ahou ld ~tuelly be" the fa~e'bla 
a14o affect af arpoandtQt tbe r anaa a f eoctal ralatt .. • of 
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.. tur1D3 .,dttlt& befar. th.-y .. rry, tlw"lry tncr•ulaa tb• 
cheat•• th.et the-y v1.11 .U.o a 80ro ratioul ehoic. of a 
.. rrtase ,..rtoor or a rat ion.a 1 choice _..,.r to .. rry. A..l 
youos adult• delay .. rr~e, they iocroa.o tho chaacea, 
alao, that they will delay chtldbelartaa oad will brifll 
tower uavaated chtldrea into tho world. 

Tho advantas-• of haY1QI • 1•~• t .. ily to ao a~rertan 
·~ ao lo03or &J'91Y to tbo current Aaarteao acooo. 
A1ons with the edoptioo of a ... 11 t .. t1y etao hal aono 
1 0 tocraaee ia educattoa and ..,1oy.ent outatda tho bo.. . 
Aft er ~ have bAd arperianca in the labor force, t .. 
of thee are likely to torero tho adYant•«• for a lona 
period, but •a Ulcruatna propot'ttoa of -a .. ,. bel e.x­
,.cted to laa.,.. the laboT force for a wt.llo to ~ .. 
their children &a they ao throu~h their earl y for.ativa 
yure. Kall'}' if not 801t of tho -a who c.hooea to wor~ 
while their children are youa1 could profit fro. ~ 
.,..d q~altty of child care •od fro. workina either part 
t~ or on a flu:1ble ti.ae achodule ao that one ,_.ant 
could be at holM vtatle tbe chtldrea an aot in acU!ool. 
A raaaonablo way to provide auch e&ro would be to ati• 
liaa paraona trained to teach who find oo j obe aod to 
place th .. vit.h tbe children 1D vacated achool bu1ldi03•, 
witb coat& ahared by parenu aiid tho govo~t on the 
~ta of tha pareota' ability to pay for tbta aervtee. 

Thua, n.v option& have ... rse4 during tbo laat a~att&D 
or r.o for wo.en to beeo.e well· .dueatod, to obtain ~ 
plo,...at , e. 11•1t their f-tly atae, aaod to oaod llD un­
aatla factory aarrtase in divorce. In thla Iattin&, aa in­
er-n to divor ce ahould oot be V'flr1 euryriaiaa. Social 
prenura baa been dt.1nhh1Q3 for youn& adult• to .. rry, 
t o ba'" children, aod t o atay .. rrtod, but nearly all 
e.entuall y .. rry , have at leaat ooo or two children, and 
r-rry if t.hay bocc.e d ivorced . l);zrtn& th.o De.xt decade . 
or two, &octa l vr•••ura .. y be expected to ioereaae for 
bot h • .ot her and her huaband t o won but QOt .. eauarily 
Oft a full·t~ baa t a.. b le.xat1oa o f prou~•• 1n tbo .. 
r e apeeta would be erpoetod to tncr• ••• the ~al i ty o f the 
aarr1aaea t hat are ini tiated and of tho•• that rw.a i n 
intact. 

~! 1980 WftiT! ~OUS! CONF!RZNC! ON FAMILIIS 

The White ~ouae Conference on Faa il i ea, f irst 
anaennced by the Carter Adaini atra t i on i n 
1976, ia now becoming a reality. Tke Con· 
ferenee waa officially launched on July 19-20 
with the firat weeting of the 40-aember Na· 
tional Adviaory Committee of the White ~ouae 
Conference on F .. iliea, chaired by Jim Guy 
Tucker. (See Spring Iaaue of COFO KftiO for 
~ioSTaphical iaforaation.) 

At thia Adviaory C~ittee weeting, it vaa 
decided to bold aeveral, co-equal White ftouae 
Conference• around the country; to acbedule 
a aeriea of aajor public hearinga for thia 
fall; to conduct two briefinl• for the White 
ftoaae Conference State Coordinator• (a• de•il­
nated by the Governor• in each atate) in 
Septe.ber, 1979; to eatabliah aeveral "iaaue 
work groupe" to refine and raiae ia1uea dur­
ing the Conference proceaa; and, finally, to 
eatabliah alx theael to ~Uide the Conference. 
The apecific detaila that relate to the•• 
dectaiona are aa followa: 
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l. The thr .. eo-~ual Wh 1 to Bouao Conforar~eea are ached· 
uled for Jua• end July, 1980 and will be aeld 1n Balti-
801'0, H1nn4apol11 and Loa A~elaa. 

Z. Tho ••rlu of pu blic hear in~• around tho eouatTy 
ba" been aehodulaa •• foll~ r 

JAuaa City, JAn . sa,t. 28 

Lt~abora. JAn. S01>t. 29 

Kuhvilla, Ten a . Oct. 12-13 

Denver, Colo. Oct. 26-27 

ll.art ford, Coon. Hov, 16-17 

Waab., o.c • Hov. 30-0.c. 

Jeattla, Wuh. To bo anoouneod 

Oetn~it, Kich. To be anao.neod 

At each of the above ... tina•. 1t ta •rpoeted that the 
firat day of bearing& will be held within tho city where 
tbo aa~~-rina ia aehoduled, and that the aecond day'• 
baarioa- will oceur 1n another aetting. Other hearing& 
.. y be aehodulod by tho State Coordinator& •• part of 
tho .!.!.!!.! Con fer a ace proeou. 

Peraona who viah to taatify at one of tho hearing& ahoald 
proceed aa follow&: lither contact their State Coordin­
ator (aee attached liat) or contact the White Boule Con­
ference Office in Waahinstoo: Ha. Fran 11senatat, 
(202) 245-6073, Office of the White Bouae Conference on 
r .. il1oa, 330 lodependonee Aveuao, s.w., Waabinatoa , D.C. 
20201. 

3 . Tba tve bt'iafin~t• for State Coordinator• will bo held 
at two loeattooa: Waahtagton, D.C. , Sept . 19; and JAnaaa 
City , JAn~aa, Sept . 27. 

4. The taaue work srowpa have aot yet boon eatabltah.d. 

5 . The a t x t h-• asreod t o by the c-i ttee are •• 
foll-•: 

(a) r .. tly a t renatha aud aupport a . 
(b) Oivora1ty o f r .. i l tea. 
(e) The Chanstns laal1t1ea .ad r .. t l y Li fe . 
(d) The t.paet o f P.blic and Priva t e Iaatt t u ttonal 

Pol1etea en r .. 111 ... 
(a) The t.pact o f Oiacrt.iuat i on. 
( f ) r .. t l tea wt t b Special Reeda. 

Both t he f 1r at Advlaory CO..itt .... etlns o f July 19- 20 
aad the .~ ... t ill& o f S.pt .. bor 7 lodicat .. a d"? 
co..t~t of tho ... hera t o auceoaafa l t.pla.entat ton 
of t he Confereuee. At lletb -t1Q3&, - cb d1aeun 1on 
eautered around th• .. tter (aod .. nner) o f tnclud l na 
in the Confernee a dheraity of t .. lly fo~ and H fo 
etylea. In a aeries of .ote a, the Advi Mry c-tt t " 
~at .. ly ntuu• to def1De the lt.itl o f d lveralty in 
order to be iael•a1TO. 

Ta• Ratloaal Coalition for the Wbito Bouae Coafereoeo 
00 r .. utel a... aleo d .. lt e:xtenat .. ly Yitb thla ·­
telae of d1 .. ra1ty la an effort to ae-.ro fair partlel · 
patton to dt..rae f .. ily 11fe atylea. 

[n a nc•at ••tin& on S.,t-bor Stb, tile Jatl oual C.. 
alltion oleet .. a a.w elate of offleera for 1979·80. It 
~1ua e TOT')' atrena preaeuce ia Waahtqt- to beth 
-ltor and bapaet the phaatna proc:oaa fer tbe c-feT­
eDCe aa it ...aa forward at a very rapid pace. 
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lach uti-.el oraaataatioa ta tlae C.alitioa waa aaked 
.. rly 1a 1979 te au~lt a 11at ef ...... with oae ~ 
per atate, to facilitate actiYity at the atate 1 ... 1 
aroaad t~e Ceefereace. la the aeat faw ... ka the Coali• 
tloa will 4iacribute, thro.ah ita ... bare, t~e nawea ef 
thole para.ua ia eacb atate who have iadicated n illtft• 
••t 1a worktn, .. tba Coafereaca at the atate 1 ... 1. 

ActiYity ar.aftOII the C.aferaace ia 101-. ta be "l"Y in­
tel\le ia tbe .nst~a ahead. hreone who with to parti­
cipate et Mtb tba 1.ul a114 atate le"l aheuld basta 
t..ediataly te baca.e ia"l~ ia tba 'laaaias proceaa. 

t111 WHITI KOtiSI CONP!UNCI ON PAHIL1U 

Stete Coord I netort Lilt 

.lli!.!... STAT! COOIUllNATO! Tl'!l.P:~ON! H\JKII!R 

Alebelw Mra, K, Pettua IA~dell, Jr. 
State Coordlnator/tuaceloooa 

(205) 553·5728 

A1ulr.a "-· Jentce Cetoa (907 ) 465· 3030 
Actina Stet• Coord,/Juneeu 

Ariaone Dr. Cerol laaln 
State Coordlnetor/Phoenl• 

(602) 255·3981 

Arlr.eneea Mr. Don Crary 
Stata Coordlnator/Llttle lock 

(501) 371-9678 

Caltfornle Mr. Alec Velaoquea (916) 445-0198 
State Coordtnator/Secram#nto 

Colorado Ma, Donna l•hrendt (303) 839-3386 
Deputy Coordinator / Denver 

Dr. Dorothy Martin (303) 491-5889 
Stete Coordinator/Port Colllna 

Connecticut "-. Laura 'Lee S1.1110n (203) 227·1448 
State Coordlnator/Waotport 

O.hvere Mre. C.Ora• Anna 'nlaot..ld (302) 478-0H6 
Act ina Stat a Coor,/Wll•lnaton ()01) 778-2420 

Dletrlct of Coluabte Ma, Audry ...... (202) 727-1990 
Stet• Coordlnetor 

Plorlde Mr. Petar O'Donnoll (904) 488-6350 
Actina Stet• Coord/tellehauu 

Ceoral• Mr. 'nl~• J. Cleeton, Jr. (404) 6~8-2548 
ltate Coordinator/ Atlanta (404) 2S2-54)0 

ll-•ll Ma. Anft lloadla, (808) 923·9534 
ltato Coordlnetor/Honolulu 

Ideho Mr, 1<1 Von O.ueon (208) 384-3340 
ltete Coordinator/lotio 

I lllnota Mr. I. A. (IDd) It, Clllr (618) 46S·8428 
Ieee• Coordinator/Alton 

Indlene Mra. Linde D. ~lb ()17) 6l3·U67 
ltete Coordlnator/lndtenepolta 

I owe "-• lheen laraen (SU) J81·3•86 
Co-Coord./0.• .... lnll 

Mre. lolen Mrbonald csn> Ul· ''II• 
ltete Coord / 0.1 NoiMI 

lteaeu Me, Menc-y lodaea c•u> Jl6·4no 
ltet e Coordt ... totl'hpelr.e 

a:.ent•clr.y ""· Ytratnle .. •tor 
Acttnc ltate Coord/P'renkfort 

()OJ) S64·67U 

._ .. le ... Ill'. Vll\t• Che~ (S04) 3U·67ll 
ltete Coordlaato aatoe t.va• 

liUM Ml' • 1Uct.ee1 htlC (107) , ... J7)6 
ltete Coordtnator/Auauete 

llu.,.te.,.. ""· 1«11• lltchel (lOt) 467-1041··0 
ltltl caerdtaotor/ aa1ttaare ()()1) )13-UID-·1 

-.. .. cbolMt .. .... Jaolce .. rrott (tl7) 1!7- 7785 
ltete Coor4lMtor,....t .. 

Mlchlaea 

Mlululppl 

Mluourl 

Nontene 

llebrulr.e 

Nevede 

llw lla.pahlre 

Nw Jeruy 

llw Mulco 

Mev York 

North Carolina 

North O.ltota 

Oblo 

Ill< lab_. 

Oraaon 

PennaylYinte 

Puarto llco 

ahode lllend 

South Carollna 

South O.lr.ota 

Jenne liM 

Te••• 

Uteh 

Ye..-nc 

Ytrstate 

Vllhl,.toft 

lll .. t YtratDte 
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Me. Suua l~lr. 
Stote Coordlnator/Laaalna 

Hr . loblrt Stevoneon 
Acttna Stet• Coord/ Seint Peul 

Mr•. !dna llarbour 
Stet• Coordinator 

(517) 373-7961 

(612) 296-3391 

MI. Karle Wtllt... (314) 7S2·244l 
Stete Coordlnator/Jeffereon City 

Ml'. John P'renlt tno 
State Coordinator!Balona 

Me, Chrhtt~>~ llanua 
Stete Coordtnetor/Linco1a 

(406) 442- S82S 

(402) 471-3121 
~. 232 

Mr. lob ld-..nclaon (702) 1185-S982 
Actina State Coord/Caraoa Ctty 

"-. Terri aayer 
.let ina Stete CooT'd /Concord 

t.verend ~n O'Connor 
Stete Coordl ... tor/Cllftoa 

HI , Allee l.lna 
I tete Coordinator /S.otoPe 

MI. Ilene Maraolln 
State Coordh•ator /Albeny 

Dr, Charlee Petty 
Stete Coordinator /IAlelah 

Mr. Milan Chrletlenooa 
Stet• CoordlnatorJFarao 

Mr. Joa•r Vlllt ... 
State Coordlnator/Coluabu• 

(603) 271·2121 

(201) 245-6000 
(201) 777·118111 

(505) 827·S300.·1l 
(50S) 1127·2221·-0 

(5111) 474-8038 

(701) 2n-nst 

(614) 466·6U4 

* · Cindy Worley (~5) 521-2l4l 
Actina Stete Coord /CUu.- City 

MI. Allee Jtay St.,. .. ,.. 
lteto Coordinator/ Portland 

*· llelln a. O'lan-
Stete Coordlnator/aarrlaburah 

(717) 717·2600/3600 

Ill'. Janaro Colluo ~) 714-7400 
tarrltorld Coordlaetor/ Sa:lturce 

Ma. MaurHft I. Maut-r 
ltate Coord\nator / ProYtdeae« 

Ma. larb.ro Noaeoa 
State Coordlnator/ Colua te 

lti , ArltndaM«\8t.ere 
State CoordtBatoz i~IDC• 

Mr. 0\arlH Gentrv 
ltete Coordll\ltor ~\lle 

Ceorso Wtllaford , ~ •• M.D. 
lteto Coord\~tor ·~~otlo 

Dr. ltcllard U ftdaew 
ltato C..rd\ftltor Salt Loeb Clty 

~~. lllen Pu~•t• 
ltate Coer4laoter/ S.lt Wke ctt,. 
... . hth Abc .. 
ltat.C.Or4laator 

(401) 1 7·tl14 

(lt.'l) 7$1-11016 

(t.C)) 61).4783-·1 
(6 ) ~-.Sql--0 

(H~) )14-748) 

(!IU) 472-1('!7) 
(SU) 4}4-7711 

(101) 5)1- )53' 

(101) 5112·)'38 

(1101) 241·2234 

JHalca Cotlea, fti . D. (703) t61·572D-·II 
Cuordlnetor / Va, Coat , eft r .. tllea (70J) S~J·P37) 

Dr. "'-• I, Aft<loreon 
o.,..cy Coord\aot.K/ Ol .... ta 

Ill. Loa tie l. ,_..•re•t~h 
ltete Coerdl .. t OT/Ot,...lo 

Mr. Jac\ Caatleld 
Act\ .. ltar.e C..rd/0\orleet-

{206) 753-0432 

(206) 7Sl-701n 

(304) )41.2000 
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STA 'B COOIUIUIA TOl TILE PilON?; 

Vteceeela Mr. bbert Llaoa 
Actin& State Coord/"-dteon 

(608) 266-5774 

Dr, lrveratt Lanta (307) 766-2245 
State Coordt .. tor/Lar .. le 

AHEA Co-Editor of COFO, Barbara Warden has 
taken the position of Deputy Director for Pro­
cess with the White House Conference on Fam­
ilies. Her responsibilities include: he lping 
to coordinate activities at the Hearing sites 
and Conference sites; providing technical as­
sistance to states and state networks, and 
working with national organizations in Was hing 
ton. 

NATIONAL FAt-tiLY VIOLENCE PROJECT: COFO Makes 
its First Joint Venture in a Programmatic 
Effort. LEAA has funded a short-term project 
in which the four COFO organizations are work­
ing jointly. The effort is now focused on 
testing out the service capacity in communi­
ties to respond to the needs of family members 
experiencing violence and abuse. The testing 
is to precede a proposed national media cam­
paign on domestic violence. 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY: 

Welfare Reform: HR 4904. 

The House Ways and Means Committee met on 
September 12. It rejected efforts to amend 
the Administration's bill. The Committee re­
fused to accept amendments (HI 4460) to pro­
vide a block grant option to states to pay 
for welfare reform which would radically change 
this country's welfare system. However, a 
battle on the floor of the House is expected. 
Similar efforts are expected in the Senate 
Finance Committee. 

Domestic Violence: HR 2977. 

The House Subcommittee on Select Education met 
on September 14 and favorably reported out 
this legislation (See COFO Memo, Spring Issue). 
Full Committee consideration should take place 
the week of September 24. A few amendments 
are likely but the basic focus of the legia la-
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tion is expected to remai n intact. Sen­
ator Alan Cranston (D-Calif) has indica t ed 
that he will introduce an identical bil l in 
the Senate in the near future. 

Adolescent Pregnancy Program: 

The Conference Committee on Labor-HEW App ro­
priations passed a supplemental appropria­
tion for FY 79 of $1 million which would al­
low a small amount of start-up money f or the 
HEW adolescent pregnancy progr am. In addi ­
tion, the Committee ag reed t o a compr omise 
figure of $17.5 million f or FY 80 t ha t would 
pe rmit a number of pilot projects to be es­
tablished around the country . 

HR 3434: 

Just prior to the Augus t r ecess , HR 3434 
passed the House, but the effort t o ensure 
Title IV-B as an entitlement pr og ram , funded 
at a level of $266 mil l i on fai l ed to pass . 
Instead, the House adop t ed a mo t ion t o r e­
commit, which continues t o subjec t Title· l V-B 
to the annual appropriations process . The 
Senate Finance Committee will hold hearings 
on HR 3434 on Septembe r 24 , and t he Commit­
t ee may make its own modifications of t he 
bill. Princ ipally, some Committee me~ers 
question the Title XX training ceilinb~ in 
addition, the Crans t on-t-toynihan-Ri.:?gl~ amend­
ment to create a new Title I V- E. relat~d t o 
the existing Title IV-B program but capped 
at 120% of FY 78 exp~ndi tur~s, c ulJ b 
adopted. 

TIME FOR A PAtS E 
COFO has bocn publlsh lug t he ~tEN fo r t\oiO 

yea rtt. Wu know ur l" "au~ r ~ re fonnlng th lr 
opinions about thtl COFO l'tE.'tO , and w~:? would 
hope that a ll of you w uld share your opin­
ion~ with ut~ . 8~low ar ques t ions that we 
a8k you t o comllete. Pl~a e take the time 
to r apond and mail th is portion o f the news­
l e tte r to Patricia Langl ey , whose address is 
liated on the cover of the MEMO. In t his 
way, we can be tte r ensure that the content 
of COFO MEMO r e flects the int e r est s of our 
readership. Thank you. 
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