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The National Council on Family Relations

The National Council on Family Relations (NCFR) is the oldest
multidisciplinary family science organization in the United States.
NCFR is the only non partisan, non profit professional organization
focused solely on family research, policy and practice. Its member
ship of over 3200 consists of the nation’s premier family researchers,
practitioners, educators and family policy professionals.

NCEFR publishes two internationally acclaimed journals the
Journal of Marriage and Family and Family Relations:
Interdisciplinary Journal of Applied Family Studies. NCER is highly
regarded as an authority for information on a wide range of family

concerns in marriage and other relationships, parenting, divorce,
domestic violence, family policy, sexuality, family therapy, family
sociology and demography, education, poverty, family health,
gender roles, child development, adolescence, aging and human
development.

NCEFR also confers the nation’s only certification for family life
educators through its Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE)
credential. Over 100 colleges and universities now offer degree
programs based on NCFR’s CFLE curricular requirements.

NCFR Mission Statement

To provide an educational forum for family researchers,
educators, and practitioners to share in the development and

dissemination of knowledge about families and family
relationships, establish professional standards, and work to
promote family well-being.

Objectives of the NCFR Annual Conference

¢ To provide a forum to disseminate family research

¢ To shate effective and evidence based practice
applications for direct family service

¢ To promote the CFLE credential and its educational and
preventive approach to working with families

¢ To discuss policy implications of family research and how to
inform decision makers

¢ To promote the professional development of its membership,
through participation in NCFR governance and by offering
opportunities for continuing education units (CEUs) for
credentialing

Conference Theme—Family Vulnerabilities:
Challenges to Safety, Security and Well-being
The 2007 conference focuses on the challenges families face as they

balance the relational, social, spiritual, health related, financial,
occupational and other dimensions of their daily lives. The degree to

which families can live safe, secure lives is influenced by a number of

factors in individual, family, and community contexts. What are the

emerging issues for mass media, policymakers, and the public that

challenge the safety, security and well being of families?

¢ Vulnerabilities are national and international concerns as
families face multiple challenges in providing safe and secure
homes and finding sufficient livelihoods in an uncertain world.

¢ Safety is at the forefront in response to both external forces
natural disasters, terrotist acts, ctime, and war and also internal
dynamics including stressors, crises, relationship dissolution,
domestic violence, financial concerns, health issues, and lifespan
caregiving;

¢ Security is often described as social, financial, employment or
Homeland. Security speaks to the critical role that families play
as part of society’s safety net
and material support, and creating a home whete individuals are
loved, nurtured, protected and encouraged.

caring for each other, providing social

Cover Photo - NCFR Plenary and Invited Special Speakers
Top row: Graham Spanier, Kathryn Edin, Sara McLanahan,
Paul Amato, Bonnie Braun, Katherine Pearson, Ann Masten
Row 2: Karen Bogenschneider, Elaine Anderson, Denise
Skinner, Steven Wisensale, Michael P. Johnson, Anne Menard.
Row 3: David Bredehoft, Marcie Brooke, Bill Allen, Wallace
Goddard, Jeanne Illsley Clark, Michael Walcheski. Row 4: Jodi
Pfarr, Suzanne Bianchi,Velma McBride Murray, Patricia Hyjer
Dyk (Program Chair), Steven Zarit, Mignon Moore, Ramona
Faith Oswald
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Pre-conference WShops Continued

Public Policy Workshop

The Pennsylvania and Ohio Success Stories

Tuesday, November 6, 2007, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Dugquesne Room, Pittsburgh Hilton Hotel

Panel:

Marc Cherna, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,
Department of Human Services

James McCafferty, Cuyahoga County, Ohio,
Department of Children and Family Services

Sherry L. Peters, State of Pennsylvania Bureau of
Children's Behavioral Health Services, Division of Policy,
Planning and Program Development

David Schwille, Venango County, Pennsylvania Children
and Youth Service

Moderator: Philip Gordon, Indiana University of Pennsylvania

In many areas of the United States, the myriad of county human
services for financial assistance, mental health and medical services,
foster care, child welfare, substance abuse, domestic violence, etc.  ate
administered by different departments in governmental or other
agencies. These services often specify varying eligibility requirements
and require several application procedures. In such an environment,
families already experiencing extraordinary stressors must negotiate a

fragmented bureaucratic process.

Pennsylvania’s Allegheny and Venango counties and Ohio’s Cuyahoga
county have developed an “integrated human services” model that
delivers programs and services in a seamless way, allowing families and
children to have one access point and a “one stop shop” experience.
Join us for an exciting workshop led by a group of state and county
officials who are all experienced in implementing this model.

Specific questions to be answered:

“How have these counties put the integrated services model into
operation?

<+ Are there bartiers due to conflicting policy, legislative and stake
holder mandates? How do successful programs manage human
resources, “turf” issues and multi agency “silos?” What is
involved in integrating computer information systems?

+Then what are the outcomes? Does it work? Has the integrated
services model proven beneficial for promoting family and child
well being? Has it been shown to be a more effective and efficient
use of public funds?

Additional registration required. Fees: $55 NCFR
Member; $60 Non-NCFR member; $40 Student. Fee
includes beverages and handouts. If you have not pre-
registered, please sign up with the Registration Cashier
at the Conference Registration Counter.

Extension Family Life Education
Pre-conference Workshop

Tuesday, November 6, 2007, 12:30 - 7:30 pm
Ballroom 3, Pittsburgh Hilton Hotel

The pre conference workshop will feature:

+Pittsburgh is the home of Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood
and we will have an exciting visit from a neighbor.
Hedda Sharapan, who worked side by side with Fred
Rogers for over 40 years, will present, “A Visit with
Mister Rogers’ Longtime Neighbors - an

Extension of Our Neighborhood to Yours."”
Rumor has it the Mr. McFeeley will also stop by OUR

neighborhood! It will be fun, enlightening and uplifting!

+A stellar poster session and sharing of new
programs especially featuring new technology.

+A premier presentation by Dr. Caroline Crocoll,
National Program Leader-Family Science,
entitled “Valuing Extension Partnerships:
What the System Brings to the Table”

4+ And panel reaction, awards etc.

+ALSO enjoy a fun evening at the
HapandFiddle genuine Irish Pub for dinner and
Irish dancing lessons  dancing will follow dinner.
Everyone can participate as a dancer (no experience
necessary) or as a spectator!

Additional registration required. Fees: $40 - Student;
$50 - Professionals. Fee includes snacks and dinner. If
you have not pre-registered, please sign up with the
Registration Cashier at the Conference Registration
Counter.

NCFR Family Policy Publications Available--
FREE

NCFR has many Policy Briefs and Fact Sheets on
various family policy issues such as Social Security,

Families and Trauma,Substance Abuse, Work—Life
Policy and more. Download and print free PDFs.
Note to instructors: they’re great resources to use in
your classes! Go to www.ncfr.org and click on

“public policy.”
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Pre-conferenc

ops Continued

Theory Construction and Research Methodology Workshop

Tuesday, November 6, 2007, begins at 3:00 pm
Wednesday, November 7, 2007, begins at 8:00 am
Pittsburgh Hilton Hotel

You are invited to participate in the 36th Annual Theory Construction and Research Methodology Workshop (TCRM).

TCRM’s mission is to facilitate the creation and refinement of theory and methods relative to the study of families. The TCRM Workshop
strives to create an environment of discovery, intellectual challenge, and debate for authors and colleagues who have “works in progress” that

could benefit from the collective wisdom and critique of informed scholars.

TCRM sessions consist of informed discussions of accepted papers that are read in advance of the meeting rather than formal presentations of

papers themselves.

(TCRM Sessions for Wednesday are integrated into the NCFR Program. See sessions 101, 102, 110, 111, 119, 120, 133.)

Tuesday, November 6
1:00pm ....................... King’s Garden Foyer
TCRM Workshop Registration

3:00 - 4:20 pm

TCRM Workshop Session 1

Session #TC1A............. King’s Garden North

Working Paper Session

Refining Methodologies (R: AP/SW)

Online Research to Study Interpersonal Relationships, Sylvia Niehuis,
Brian Ogolsky, Carl Ridley

Panel Analysis of Intimate Relationships and Family Dynamics
(PAIRFAM), Michael Feldhaus, Johannes Huinink

Discussants: Brad van Eeden Moorefield, Alan Acock

Presider: Patricia Hyjer Dyk

Session #TC1B........... .. King’s Garden South
Working Paper Session

Hidden Issues in Families (R; AP/SW)

Obliviousness in Family Systems, Paul Rosenblatt

Mindfulness and its Role in Positive Reappraisal, Eric Garland
Discussants: Rob Palkovitz, Hilary Rose

Presider: Julia Malia

Session #TC1C .......................... LaBateau

Workshop

Iowa Family Interaction Rating Scales: Overview and
Application to Family Research (R; AP/SW)

Trainer: Janet Melby

Note: This workshop continues through the next time slot. Pre registration

required limited spaces available.

4:30 - 5:50 pm

TCRM Workshop Session 2

Session #TC2A............. King’s Garden North

Working Paper Session

Theotries About Work and Family (R; AP/SW)

Theorizing Role Balance: Into Daily Workplace and Family Leisure
Experience, NaYeon Lee, Anisa Zvonkovic, Duane Crawford

An Ecological Spillover Process Model of Work Family Interface for
Diverse Families, Brad van Eeden Moorefield, Tara Saathoff Wells

Discussants: Joseph Grzywacz, Shelley MacDermid

Presider: Susan Herrick

Session #TC2B........... .. King’s Garden South

Working Paper Session

Thinking Critically About Theory Development (R; AP/SW)

Nine Myths Impeding Family Theory, James White

Critical Theorizing: Enhancing Theoretical Rigor in Family Research, Stan
Knapp

Discussants: Kari Adamsons, Jetse Sprey

Presider: Rick Bulcroft

Session #TC2C .......................... LaBateau

Workshop

Iowa Family Interaction Rating Scales: Overview and
Application to Family Reseatrch (R; AP/SW)

Trainer: Janet Melby

Note: This workshop is continued from the first time slot. Pre registration

required limited spaces available.

Cashier at the Conference Registration Counter.

Additional registration required. Fees: $30 for non-students; $25 for students; $20 for attendance only (does
NOT include papers). If you have not pre-registered, please sign up at the TCRM Registration Desk or with the
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Pre-conference

shops Continued

Tuesday, November 6 Continued

6:00-7:30pm............................. LaBateau

TCRM Workshop Opening Reception and Plenary Session

Panel

Reflecting on the Past and Forecasting the Future of Family
Theory: A Conversation (R; AP/SW)

Panel: Thomas Holman, Ronald Sabatelli, Sylvia Bartolic,
Katherine Allen, Robert Milardo

Presider: Kay Pasley

7:45 - 9:15 pm

TCRM Workshop Sessions 3

Session #TC3A ............ King’s Garden North

Working Paper Session

Advances in Measurement (R; AP/SW)

Using Qualitative Data to Develop a Scale that Measures Faith Activities
in the Home, Nathaniel Lambert, David Dollahite

The Spanish Version of the Cognitive Orientations Questionnaire, Karen
Ripoll, Ronald Sabatelli

Discussants: Margaret Crosbie Burnett, Andrew Behnke

Presider: Yvette Perry

Session #TC3B............. King’s Garden South

Working Paper Session

Fathering (R; AP/SW)

Reconciling the Paying of Child Support in the Context of Shared
Custody, Denise Whitehead

Incarcerated Fathers: A Multi theory Approach and an Exploration of
Post Prison Plans, W. Justin Dyer

Discussants: Joyce Arditti, Jay Fagan

Presider: Spencer B. Olmstead

Session #TC3C .......................... LaBateau

Working Paper Session

As Good as it Gets: Assessment Isues (R; AP/SW)

Consistency Across Family and Observer Assessments of Family
Interactions, Martha Rueter

Observer and Spousal Assessments of Behaviors: Links to Relationship
Quality, Fredrick Lorenz, Janet Melby

Demographic Similarity and Identification: Effects on Assessment
Consistency, Janet Melby, W. Todd Abraham

Discussants: Patricia Nollet, Terrance Olson

Presider: Larry Ganong

Note: Wednesday TCRM Sessions are incorporated
into the regular conference program schedule.

Pre-conference Board and Committee

Meetings

Note: These meetings are for Board or Committee Members only.

Monday, November 5
12:30-2:00pm............................... Rivers

NCFR Audit Committee
Presider: Deborah Gentry, NCFR Treasurer/Sectetary

2:00-9:30pm.................. Rivers
2006/2007 NCFR Board of Directors Meeting
Presider: Pamela A. Monroe, 2005 2007 NCFR President

Tuesday, November 6

9:30am.................. Grand Ballroom 3
Just in Time Parenting Team Meeting
Presider: Sally Martin

11:00am-Noon .............................. Rivers
2007 Local Arrangements Committee Meeting
Presider: Cindy Winter, Conference Director

2:00-6:00pm..................... Rivers
2007/2008 NCFR Board of Directors Meeting
Presider: Maxine Hammonds Smith, 2007 2009 NCFR President

2:00-6:00pm....................... King’s Terrace
CFLE Advisory Board
Presider: Carol Darling, Advisory Board Chair

6:00-8:00pm.................... Promenade Cafe
Association of Councils Officers Meeting
Presider: Matrcie Brooke, Association of Councils President

6:30-9:30pmMm......................... Rivers

Section Chairs Meeting
Presiders: Pamela A. Monroe, NCFR President, and Cindy Winter,
Conference Director

Note: Committee and Board Meetings from Wednesday
through Saturday are incorporated
into the regular conference program schedule.

The complete conference program schedule in chronological order begins on page 17. This includes

meetings of NCFR Board and Committees and meetings of other organizations.
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